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I am a child of the sixties. My formative years were
surrounded by some of the most turbulent times in history:
the Cuban Missile Crisis; the assassinations of JFK, Martin
Luther King, and Bobby Kennedy; the violence of the riots in
Watts, Detroit, and Chicago; the March on Washington; and
the Vietnam War. I watched the nightly news with Huntley
and Brinkley from the floor of my parents’ home as many of
these events unfolded in black and white on the small TV
screen. The contrast of the TV screen was also reflective of
the black and white struggle going on just a few miles up the
road in Birmingham. I was young and did not fully understand
the gravity of the sit-ins and marches until much later in life.
February is Black History Month, a time in which we
reflect back on those struggles and the countless others that
made changes in our society. Color is an adjective. It only
describes the physical appearance of the person, not their
heart and soul, or their mind. There are the people history
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remembers, but there are the countless other silent heroes
who contributed - those who sweated, risked their lives, bled,
and stood up against a foe. That foe may have been racism, a
foreign enemy, an unjust political regime, a disease, poverty,
or hunger. Whatever the cause, they answered. They are
the ones, regardless of color, who made history.
I rarely watch the news any more; its sensationalism
and slick production techniques far outweigh the truth in
reporting. With that being said, I want to share with you two
quotes by Dr. Martin Luther King:
“Whatever your life’s work is, do
it well. A man should do his job so
well that the living, the dead, and the
unborn could do it no better.”
“We are not makers of history.
We are made by history.”
I pay attention to history.
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Mayor’s Message...

STATE OF THE CITY
In late January I had the pleasure of providing my 3rd
state of the city address. I’m thrilled to report that we are
growing stronger each year. While our list of city endeavors
is extensive, I will enumerate the status of a few key projects.
• In December, we broke ground for a new city hall
and police department. This will serve as a pillar for future
economic growth and development. Slated completion date:
September 2015
• The engineering for Main Street is complete. Project
initiation is slated for late summer/early fall. Slated
completion time: 18 months. Due to another grant awarded
to the city, we will be renovating Middle Street during this
time as well. This is a huge and somewhat unexpected
bonus.
• The UM Softball Stadium is 100% complete and 100%
beautiful. Can’t wait to see these Falcons soar!
• The UM/community track and field is moving forward
at a rapid pace. Project completion date: late spring.
• We’ve completed approximately 70% of our paving
with more to come this summer.
• We are in the final stages of completing the master plan
for Shoal Creek Park. Be on the lookout for opportunities to
participate in a final public meeting regarding these plans.
• And last but not least, we now have a community center
to provide a haven for our youth! Thanks to the generosity
of our scout groups and Mr. J. A. Brown, the Scout Lodge

has been transformed into a multi-purpose youth center,
serving grades 6-12. We refer to it as MARC (Montevallo
Arts and Recreation Center). Hours of operation M-F 3:006:00 p.m. Activities include a variety of games, art classes,
cooking classes and homework assistance. This project
was initiated by our Montevallo Junior City Council. More
information to come in future issues.
I take every opportunity in the world to brag about all of
our ongoing initiatives and also to acknowledge those who
have made this possible. Our success is due in large part
to our collaborative partnership with Shelby County and
the University of Montevallo. That being said, it is critical in
these times of conflict that I also recognize the unity within
our community that provides such a
strong foundation for our growth and
development. Many thanks to all of
our citizens for their dedication to
our little unconventional oasis and
especially to those leading support
groups to help others, such as SEA,
NA, AA and LGBT. Thank you all for
allowing me the privilege of serving
as your mayor.
		
Hollie Cost, Mayor of Montevallo
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WELCOME TO MONTEVALLO!
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Washington’s Birthday Celebration and
American Village 15th Anniversary
Please join us on Presidents Day, Monday, February
16, as we celebrate the birthday of George Washington. We
will also be celebrating the 1st anniversary of the dedication
and opening of the National Veterans Shrine, and the 15th
anniversary of the American Village. Gates open at 10 a.m.
There will be a special convocation in Liberty Hall
from 10:30 to 11:30, and birthday cake at noon. Many
other activities are scheduled. Visit our website, www.
americanvillage.org, for more details as the event draws
near. Admission is $5, free for veterans and active military.
VISITING AUTHOR
S. McEachin (Mac) Otts, author of the recent memoir,
Better Than Them: The Unmaking of an Alabama Racist,
will be reading from and signing copies of his book at Eclipse
on Tuesday, February 24, at 4:00 p.m.
One of the sponsors of the reading is the Ecumenical
Book Discussion Group of Montevallo Presbyterian Church.
This group is currently reading Otts’ book in preparation for
his visit and will discuss the book on Sunday, February 22,
at 4:00 p.m. at the Presbyterian Student Center (Forbes
House), 820 Vine Street. Norman McMillan will lead the
discussion. Visitors are welcome.
This group meets monthly to discuss books related
to religion and spiritual growth. For more information, go
to http://www.montevallopcusa.org/bgroup.htm or contact
Dorothy Grimes at 205-441-5880.
TASTE of ST. THOMAS ANNOUNCEMENT
The 15th annual “Taste of St. Thomas” will be held on
Saturday, March 7th from 6:00-9:00 p.m. at St. Thomas the
Apostle Catholic Church on Hwy 119 in Montevallo. The
Taste is an international food fair offering delicacies from
different countries and regions around the world. In addition
to the ethnic treats, there will be a silent auction featuring
many desirable items for the adults and a penny sale for the
kids. We certainly appreciate the support of the community,
and invite everyone to attend the “Taste” to enjoy the fun
and to experience the fantastic foods from over a dozen
countries and cultures. The Silent Auction will open at 6
p.m. and food service will begin at 6:30 p.m.
ELFI WINTER MEETING
Thanks to each of you for your support of the
Encouragement Learning Foundation, Inc. located at 7484
Highway 31 in Calera. In 2014, we celebrated eleven years of
community services to the Calera-Montevallo areas and the
surrounding counties and states.
ELFI will present its Winter Meeting at the Calera Library
Meeting Room located at 9700 Highway 25 in Calera on
Saturday, February 28th from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This
meeting will offer information on the celebration of Black
History Month, “A Meeting of the M.I.N.D.S.”
ELFI is a non-profit learning foundation with a 501 (3) (C)
status. For more information, please contact Lelia Mitchell at
205-602-1029 or mail any correspondence to P.O. Box 660,
Calera, AL 35040.

PARTICIPANTS NEEDED IN BIKE RIDE
ValloCycle is looking for riders with a heart! On June
13th Team ValloCycle will be participating in The American
Diabetes Association’s Tour De Cure fundraising ride. We
need some riders who are willing to join our team. We can
provide bikes and helmets if necessary or bring your own
and join us for a fun Saturday ride while raising money for
an important cause. If you can’t make the ride, you may also
donate money or help sponsor our riders directly through our
team page. Please consider checking it out and supporting us
and this cause. Follow this link: http://main.diabetes.org/goto/
ValloCycle
Also follow us on Facebook (ValloCycle: The Montevallo
Bike Share) and Twitter (@ValloCycle) to keep up and share:
Happy riding folks - Lee Waites
MONTEVALLO LGBT GROUP
The “Montevallo LGBT Education & Support Group” will
meet again on Sunday, February 8 at 2 p.m. at the Global &
Community Outreach Building on Valley Street (immediately
behind Trustmark Bank). Our meetings are open to all
interested persons.
MONTEVALLO DAY OF PAGEANTS IS FEB. 21st
The Montevallo Day of Pageants will take place February
21, 2015 at Montevallo High School.
Afternoon pageant at 2:30 p.m.
Mini Miss Montevallo (grades k-1)
Little Miss Montevallo (grades 2-3)
Young Miss Montevallo (grades 4-5)
Evening Pageant at 6:30 p.m.
Junior Miss Montevallo (grades 6-8)
Mr. Montevallo (grades 9-12)
Miss Montevallo (grades 9-12)
Entry form and $30 fee must be turned in to any
Montevallo School office by 3:00 p.m. on Friday, February
13. Contact Jennifer Turner at jturner@shelbyed.k12.al.us
or call (205) 682-6846 for more information.
WARD CHAPEL YOUTH HONOR MILITARY
Ward Chapel A. M. E. Church Youth Ministry will host
a Veterans/Armed Forces Day. The purpose of this day is
to honor the Men and Women who are and have served in
the military that live in the community. The event will be
February 28th at 5:00 p.m. at the church. We extend a
personal invitation to anyone who would like to have their
military person or persons honored. We request you submit
a photograph and small biography about the individual.
Please submit your information by February 6th so the
Wall of Honor may be prepared for the ceremony. For more
information, please contact Pastor Jessica Durr at 205-4270063 or Sis. Ethel Atchison at 205-299-7128.
FREE BRIDGE LESSONS AT SENIOR CENTER
Learn to play bridge, or brush up on the game, at the
Senior Center on the first Wednesday of each month at 1:30
p.m. It’s free and fun! Call 205-492-7293 for information.

MONTEVALLO’S ARBOR DAY
The City of Montevallo has declared Saturday, February
28th as Arbor Day. Montevallo’s 23rd Annual Arbor Day is
scheduled from 9 a.m. to 12 noon at the Orr Park Recreation
Building. More than 1,000 trees & tree seedlings will be
available for adoption by residents of Montevallo and
surrounding towns and communities. Also, there will be
drawings for large trees and planting supplies. The day’s
activities include a panel of urban and community tree
experts to answer your questions about trees. There will be
demonstrations on proper tree planting, pruning and tree
care.
This year’s vendors include Green Valley
Nursery, Cedar Creek Nursery, Montevallo
Civitan Club Recycling Display, Tim Tingle
and his wood carvings, Shelby County
Master Gardeners, Cahaba River Society,
University of Montevallo Environmental
Club & Ebenezer Swamp Committee,
Aldrich Coal Mine Museum, Montevallo
Community Garden, Living River Retreat,
Alabama Wildlife Center, Alabama Forestry Commission,
and Alabama Urban Forestry Association. More vendors
are committing every day to participate.
Again this year, we are fortunate to have Randy Glover
from Centreville with his pictures of the Cahaba Lilies.
Randy is an excellent source of information on the rare
Cahaba Lilies.
Members of the Montevallo Trail Committee will be
present with pictures and maps of Montevallo’s Walking
Trails.

MONTEVALLO

Commercial Property
Commercial Lots
HIGHWAY 25
Starting at $49,900
Commercial Lots
Highway 119
Whole City Block, Downtown
For appointment call:
NATHAN STAMPS • 205-665-0095
TEAM MASSEY PROPERTIES

The artist himself, Tim Tingle, will host a walking tour
of the Tree Carvings in Orr Park plus there will be a guided
tour of Ebenezer Swamp.
TREES TO BE GIVEN AWAY
BAREROOT SEEDLINGS: Tulip-poplar, Longleaf Pine,
Overcup Oak, Chestnut Oak & Baldcypress. Total of 1,000
Trees
CONTAINERIZED TREES – ONE-GALLON SIZE:
Fringe Trees. Total of 50 trees.
Any questions about this year’s Arbor Day, please call
City Hall at 665-2555 (extension 101) or the Arbor Day
Chair, Herschel Hale, at 616-0671.
MONTEVALLO SENIOR EVENTS
Free Computer class - every Wednesday at 9 a.m.
Free Exercise Class - every Wednesday at 10 a.m.
Free Yoga Class - every Friday at 10:30 a.m.
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DATES TO REMEMBER

February 3......Historical Commission Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
February 9............ City Council Meeting, City Hall, 6 p.m.
Work Session - 5:30 p.m.
February 23.......... City Council Meeting, City Hall, 6 p.m.
Work Session - 5:30 p.m.
Every 2nd Monday.......................Montevallo Civitan Club
5:45 p.m., University Baptist Church
Every 4th Monday........................Montevallo Civitan Club
5:45 p.m., University Baptist Church
Every 4th Monday........................Montevallo Cooperative
Development District (MCDD)
4 p.m., Meets at Parnell Library
Every Tuesday....................................Montevallo Chorale
7-9 p.m., Cost $25
Meets in the Choir Room of Davis Hall
Every Tuesday................................. Boy Scout Troop 525
6:30 p.m., Scout Lodge
Every Thursday................................. Cub Scout Pack 525
6:30 p.m., Scout Lodge
Every Thursday...............................................Rotary Club
Parnell Memorial Library, 12 noon
Every 2nd Wednesday............ Montevallo Water & Sewer
Board Meeting • 9:00 a.m.
Every Thurs.-Sat............ Aldrich Coal Mine Museum Tours
10 a.m.-4 p.m, Sundays from 1-4 p.m.
Every Second Saturday...................... Saturday Clean-Up
9 a.m., Locations see www.cityofmontevallo.com
Every Third Saturday.... St. Andrew’s Clothing Give-Away

MONTEVALLO COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS
February
7
Music Scholarship Auditions, Davis Music Building
14 Homecoming/College Night, Palmer Auditorium
14 Theatre Scholarship Auditions (incoming students),
Reynolds Theatre
14 19th Annual Art Auction, Bloch Hall Gallery
14 Communication Alumni Brunch, 10:30 a.m., MC 104
18 Theatre Scholarship Auditions (continuing students),
Chi Box Theatre
19-25 Art Foundations Juried Exhibition, Bloch Hall
Gallery
21 Piano Day, Davis Music Building
21 Theatre Scholarship Auditions (incoming students),
Reynolds Theatre
28 Music Scholarship Auditions,Davis Music Building
SAC additional Exercise Classes – SPRING 2015
*Morning Water Exercise Class
Start your day the healthy way. Cardiovascular and
muscular toning class with a low impact workout – perfect
for all levels of fitness – from the runner who wants to
improve flexibility and upper body to the couch potato ready
to begin. Open for both men and women. Water Exercise is
the recommended form of exercise for people with arthritis
or other joint related conditions.
Dates:		
Wednesday, Jan 7- Wednesday, April 29
Days:		
Mondays and Wednesdays
Times:		
6:45 a.m. until 7:45 a.m.
Cost:		
$110** (Faculty, Staff, Students and
Community Members -- $50)
Location:
SAC Pool - University of Montevallo
Instructor:
Dr. Carolyn Miller Kirby, UM Professor
******Fee will be prorated for late joiners******
*Morning Weight Training Class
Not your average weight training program. The SAC
recommends this class as a one on one introduction to the
most effective and safe use of the equipment. This class
is tailored for you as it individually assesses and assigns
a personal weight training program to meet your needs:
weight management, rehabilitation, general mobility, and
body re-shaping. All fitness levels included. Open for both
men and women.
Dates:		
Thursday Jan 8 - Thursday, April 30
Days:		
Tuesdays and Thursdays
Times:		
6:45 a.m. until 8:00 a.m.
Cost:		
$110** (Faculty, Staff, Students and
Community Members- $50)
Location:
SAC Weight Room - UM
Instructor:
Dr. Carolyn Miller Kirby, UM Professor
** $100 for each class if over 65 OR if taking both of these classes**
*****Fee will be prorated for late joiners******
To register call Carolyn Kirby at 205-665-6591, email
millerc@montevallo.edu or call the SAC at 205-665-6611,
Visit our web site: www.montevallo.edu/SAC/.

INAUGURAL GAME OF UM WOMEN’S SOFTBALL
The University of Montevallo and the Montevallo
Development Cooperative District announce the inaugural
game of UM Women’s Softball on Sunday, February 1st at
the University of Montevallo Softball Stadium at Orr Park.
Please join us for this historic event for our campus and our
community.
Pre-game festivities begin at 1 p.m. and the Dedication
and first pitch will begin at 2 p.m. followed by a doubleheader
between the University of Montevallo and the University of
West Alabama.
For a full schedule visit www.montevallofalcons.com

Ed and Dolly Davis of Montevallo Golf Club recently
partnered with Montevallo’s Boys and Girls Club members
to introduce participants to golf.

THIS MONTH AT

Library Hours:
Monday: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Thursday: 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Friday: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

www.cityofmontevallo.com
FEBRUARY SCHEDULE
TUESDAYS
February 6th: After School Movie*, (new animated DVD)
February 13th: After School Movie*, (new horse movie)
February 20th: After School Movie*, (new Tyler Perry movie)
February 27th: After School Movie*, (new animated DVD)
*Call for Titles at 3:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAYS
Storytime with Mr. Mac every Wednesday at 9:15 a.m.
February 11h: FREE Computer Class from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.
Please call to register at 662-9207, ext. 2.
THURSDAYS
February 5th, 12th, 19th, and 26th: English for Speakers of
Other Languages Classes from 5:45-7:45 p.m.
FRIDAYS
February 23rd: Lego Club: For boys and girls at 3:15 p.m.
Just show up and build!
SATURDAYS
Chess Club: For 8th-12th grade ONLY. Space is limited!
Participants must register to attend. 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Please call the library at 665-9207 ext. 2 to see if Chess
Club will meet in February.
Magic Tree House Club will not meet in February due to
the New Year Holiday. We will see you in February!
All programs including crafts and movies are subject to
change at the library’s discretion.
Library event calendars are available at the circulation
desk. All library events are free to the public unless
specifically indicated.
For more information including our children’s policy, visit
our website at www.cityofmontevallo.com

NEED INCOME TAX ASSISTANCE?
The University of Montevallo can help with FREE TAX
RETURN FILING by VITA Program & UM Students

Where: University of Montevallo, Morgan Hall, Room 202
When: Saturdays from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
February 7, February 14, February 21, February 28,
March 7, March 14, March 21 and April 11
Also: Wednesday, 4 pm-8 pm on April 8
Who qualifies: Normal routine tax returns
Some complex transactions may be “out of scope”

2014 TAX DOCUMENTS YOU NEED
1. Driver’s license/ther photo ID. If spouses file jointly, both must be present.
2. Social Security Number or Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN)
for each family member and working adult.
3. W-2s, 1099s, and other income forms.
4. Childcare provider name, address, and tax ID, if appropriate
5. Banking routing and account numbers for checking/savings accounts.

Appointments Encouraged, Walk-ins Welcome
For Appts. Call 665-6531, 665-6540, or 665-6544

When calling for appointments, leave a name and contact number.

AAUW MEETINGS
The Montevallo Branch of AAUW will host a Black History
Month Celebration on Thursday, February 26, 4:00, in the
Brown Room of Carmichael Library. The event will include
a short poetry reading by Upward Bound and UM Students,
from Voices Beyond Bondage: An Anthology of Verse by
African Americans of the 19th Century (New South Books).
In addition Professor Paul Mahaffey will review Clifton
Taulbert’s memoir The Invitation. Amazon.com describes
this timely book as follows: “When international lecturer
Clifton Taulbert receives an unexpected invitation to supper
in Allendale, South Carolina, he brings with him Little Cliff,
the colored boy from the Mississippi Delta who is also
Clifton Taulbert, carrying all he was taught as a child about
staying “in his place” and surviving in the Jim Crow South.
Transported back into a setting that looks and feels like the
cotton fields and shotgun shacks of his childhood, Taulbert
finds himself expected to cross racial barriers he would have
been forbidden to cross before. The Invitation is the story of
the man and the little boy inside him wrestling with a past
they both know so well, while stepping into a future that is
still being determined.” The public is welcome to attend this
event. Light refreshments will be served.
Reminder from your Montevallo City
Council Members….
Valentine’s Day 2015!
It’s a Saturday night and also the
weekend of the University of Montevallo’s
College Night!
Please remember to shop local for your flowers and
gifts and also treat your sweetheart to dinner at a local
restaurant. Montevallo wants and needs your business!
Your council members: Dee Woodham, Willie Goldsmith,
Sharon Gilbert, Rusty Nix and Jason Peterson.

7th Annual UMW RIBEYE OPEN
The 7th Annual UMW Ribeye Open will be held
Saturday, March 28th at 11 a.m. This annual event benefits
Mission Work of UMW of Montevallo First United Methodist
Church.
Format: 2-person scramble- 25% Handicap Rule + 6
Teeshots per player minimum. Gross / Net Prizes will be
awarded. Players 65+ /10+ handicap will play the Gold
Tees.
Entry fee: $60 per player – includes cart / green fees,
cash prizes / ribeye steak dinner with baked potatoes, salad
and beverages. Extra Dinner guests for $11 per plate.
Tournament Entry deadline: Friday, March 27th
Even if you can’t play, you can sponsor a tee sign to
be placed around the putting / starting area for those who
would like to recognize someone special. This fee is $35
per sign. Send entries to Ed Davis at Montevallo Golf Club,
1481 Shelby County Highway 204, Montevallo, Alabama
35115. 205-665-8057.
MES BEGINS COUPONS FOR CLASSROOMS CAMPAIGN
Montevallo Elementary School will begin our annual
Coupon for Classrooms campaign on January 29th through
February 18th. This program is student-driven and we
are seeking donations from Montevallo merchants to
offer incentives for students who will be working hard to
sell coupon books. (i.e., gift cards, cash, apparel, etc.)
Merchants may also purchase these books which would
make excellent gifts for various clientele. The profit from this
campaign will not only support MES but will provide Teacher
Mini-Grants for much needed classroom supplies. Please
contact Debbie Sweat @ 682.6420 for more information or
to make donations.

We Care For Your Family
Like it’s Our Own!
NOW DELIVERING
Your Medications
To Your Home
For Only $2!

• All prescriptions called in before 1pm will be
delivered SAME DAY (between 3pm - 5pm)
• This service is available for all customers
within a 10 mile radius of Montevallo Drugs
• Checks and Credit Cards accepted. No cash
please...(our drivers do not carry any cash)

COMPOUNDING • DIABETIC SPECIALISTS
GIFT ITEMS • CHILDREN’S TOYS & ACTIVITIES
ON-SITE IMMUNIZATIONS

205.665.1261

3990 Hwy 25 (next to Lucky’s Foods)
Mon - Fri 8:30-6 • Sat 8:00-4

BUSINESS PROFILE
CHAMBER OFFICERS
Steve Gilbert
Executive Director
Courtney Bennett
Executive Assistant
PREMIUM CHAMBER MEMBERS

BOB BUTTERWORTH
Argos Cement LLC

“For additional information about how
to become a Premium Member, Silver
Business Partner, Gold Business Partner,
or Diamond Business Partner, contact
Chamber Director Steve Gilbert!”

Cedar Creek Nursery Antiques & Gifts
Cedar Creek Nursery Antiques & Gifts is one of Montevallo’s best kept
secrets! Located on Highway 119 next to the Alabama National Cemetery, Cedar
Creek offers complete gardening and landscaping supplies. Our gift shop has a
wide variety of home décor and holiday items, baby and wedding gifts, fashion and
jewelry items. Stop in and browse our antiques and wonderful selections of plants,
seasonal flowers, and outdoor planters and décor. The nursery and gift shop are
open Monday – Saturday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. The antique shop is open
Thursday – Saturday only from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM. We offer custom wrapping
for your gift items. Delivery service is also available. Visit our website at cedarcreeknursery.net. Be sure to like us on Facebook, where you will find information
on our latest arrivals!

SOLD
on Montevallo
Welcome to my expert column about Montevallo
real estate. I’m so happy to report good news about
our market. In 2014, there 109 properties sold at an
average price of $118,912. The average time it took
to sell a property was 102 days. Last year, the most
expensive residential property reported sold was
$310,000.
Compare this to the 75 properties sold in 2013, we
have had a significant bump in the market and this year
is predicted to be even better!
Spring is coming, so in the next issue I will be
sharing the best tips for preparing your house to sell.
Send me a quick email and let me know what real estate
topics you’d like for me to cover. Or, if you would like to
know how much your home has appreciated in today’s
market, contact me at janiceseaman@charter.net or
205-567-9659. My mission is to give the very best and
most experienced resources to my clients.
Janice Seaman is the broker/owner of Shoal Creek
Realty and has been selling real estate in Montevallo for
30 years.

2015 Chamber Member Application

Deadline is February 16.
Deadline is February 16.

Submit this form by February 16, 2015 to:

