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A turn of the page marks that another year has passed.
The paper calendar on my desk and wall keep me aware
of the passing of time. They also keep me on time for
meetings and business appointments. I am a traditionalist in
that respect—in spite of my electronic gadgets, I still keep
a paper calendar on my desk. I like the feel of writing notes
and often embellish them with doodles and scribbles. I also
make notes in the margin about ideas or tasks that I need
to complete. The calendar on my desk is also an interesting
time capsule of the month, coffee stains included. I look
back, gleaning tidbits about a particular meeting or event. I
just can’t recreate that on my android phone with its Google
calendar.
The review process is also a very important part of my
planning. In the event management business we called this
a “post-mortem” meeting, discussing things we did right and

Written by Steve Gilbert, Executive Director
those that were in need of improvement. It was a valuable
part of running successful events. I have carried this
experience with me to the Chamber.
I look forward to the coming year. I have reviewed
my calendar and made notes about the tasks that need
attention. There are those that carry over and those that
are yet to come. I hope you will join the Chamber in 2015
and get involved in our events and programs. Review your
past involvement; consider future plans and how they benefit
your business.
The Chamber needs your participation,
values your experience, and thrives because of the input
of our members. Resolve in the New Year to get involved,
volunteer, contribute your experience, and make an impact
on our community.
It is January 2015, and there is a fresh paper calendar
on my desk and a sharpened pencil close by--let’s start the
process over again!

CITY OF MONTEVALLO NEWS

Mayor’s Message...

New Year’s Challenge
Last January I had fun with the Mayor’s Message
challenging you to match New Year’s resolutions to prominent
community members. This year, I present an alternative
challenge – to match your talents with our community needs,
to give of yourself, to volunteer, to help others. As a little
inspiration, here is a snapshot of volunteerism in Montevallo.
Montevallo High School students are required to “give
five” hours of their time each year volunteering in the
community. In reality, thanks to the motivation and leadership
of their outstanding principal, Dr. Wes Hester, many of them
give ten, twenty, fifty or more hours, volunteering at the library,
with Big Brothers and Big Sisters, and Artwalks to name just
a few.
The University of Montevallo hosts the “Big Event”
each year providing an opportunity for university students to
thank the community by completing odd jobs for individuals
and businesses around town. It is typical to have over 400
university students volunteering that Saturday in the spring.
The University provides an entire office dedicated to serving
the community through academic curricula.
Lois Doyle has been volunteering in Shelby Emergency
Assistance food pantry for over 25 years. She not only
prepares grocery bags for clients, she serves as a role model
and teacher for other volunteers. She is to be heralded for
her significant contribution to Shelby County at large and is
one of many who give their time and talents to this exemplary
agency.
Each school hosts Christmas Angel Trees providing
opportunities for citizens to donate gifts to those needing
additional support. It is a testament to the heart of Montevallo

that every Angel is adopted every year. Our local churches
and service organizations provide an incredible amount of
support during the holidays and throughout the year.
Council members, fire fighters and board members
maintain the safety of our city, field questions, attempt to solve
problems, host events, develop ordinances and resolutions
all for the sake of improving and supporting our community
and with no monetary compensation. Their reward lies in the
satisfaction of knowing that Montevallo is better because of
their service. Council Member Willie Goldsmith and Fire Chief
Bill Reid are two of our longest standing volunteers.
While I could literally fill the Chamber Chatter with
examples of volunteerism throughout our community, many
needs still remain. Meals on Wheels through the senior center
is experiencing a shortage of volunteers. Volunteers are
needed for a new youth activity center opening in January.
Volunteer drivers are welcome to assist with senior shopping
trips.
Volunteerism provides substantial economic benefits for
communities as well. Volunteer time is valued at $22.55 per
hour. As an example, if council members, board members
and fire fighters were paid it would cost the city in excess of
$600,000 annually.
In closing, I urge you to rise to the challenge in 2015.
If you need help identifying volunteer opportunities or if you
have a volunteer opportunity to publicize, communicate this
through Facebook pages for “The City of Montevallo” and
“The University of Montevallo Office of Service Learning”
or via email info@cityofmontevallo.com; serviclearning@
montevallo.edu. Thank you all for your many and significant
contributions to our little unconventional oasis. Blessings to
you and your family in 2015.
					
Hollie C. Cost, Mayor
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WELCOME TO MONTEVALLO!
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
FREE BRIDGE LESSONS AT SENIOR CENTER
Learn to play bridge, or brush up on the game, at the
Senior Center on the first Wednesday of each month at 1:30
p.m. It’s free and fun! Call 205-492-7293 for information.
MONTEVALLO SENIOR EVENTS
Wed. – 9 a.m.: Free Computer class at Grady Parker
Senior Center
Wed. – 10 a.m.: Free Exercise class at Grady Parker
Senior Center
Friday – Free Chair Yoga class at Grady Parker Senior
Center
COMMUNITIY ACTION
Community Action will be accepting applications for
seniors only 60+ for heating assistance at Shelby Emergency
in Montevallo on January 8 and 9, 2015 from 8:30 until noon.
To apply you MUST HAVE picture ID, social security
cards of the entire household, proof of income for December
(for entire household), and the gas/power bill (must be in
head of household name - no exceptions).
You MUST call for appointments first, 205-669-3836.
Ask for Felicia Lilly.
CIVITAN CLUB NEWS
Civitan Club members celebrated Christmas with a lunch
meeting on December 8 at Timberline Golf Club. Everyone
brought gifts for the twenty clients at the Mitchell Center in
Calera. The next event will be a soup supper and business
meeting on January 12, 2015.
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. BIRTHDAY
January 19, 2015 will mark the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. federal holiday. This milestone is a perfect
opportunity for Americans to honor Dr. King’s legacy through
service. The MLK Day of Service empowers individuals,
strengthens communities, bridges barriers, creates
solutions to social problems, and moves us closer to Dr.
King’s vision of a beloved community. For more information
on the MLK Day of Service visit http://www.nationalservice.
gov/.
LBGT notice
The “Montevallo LGBT Information & Support Group”
will meet at 1:30 PM on Sunday, January 11th at the Global &
Community Outreach Building on Valley Street (immediately
behind Trustmark Bank). Guest speakers from PFLAG
(Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) will
join the program. PFLAG is a national organization founded
in 1972 that promotes the health and well-being of gays,
lesbians, bisexuals, and friends. The public is invited to
attend this meeting and become a part of this community
service.

AAUW MEETS JANUARY 14TH
The AAUW Adelante Book Group will meet on
Wednesday, January 14, at 4:00 p.m. Brown Room,
Carmichael Library for a discussion of The Tweve Tribes of
Hattie by Ayana Mathis.
According to a reviewer in The Guardian, this debut
novel about the northward migration of African Americans
is “a memorable allegory of race and slavery following in
the footsteps of Marilynne Robinson and Toni Morrison.
Like Morrison and Robinson, Ayana Mathis uses “America’s
favourite biblical allegories to reexamine its history. Hattie’s
12 tribes suggest the biblical figure of Hagar, the archetypal
slave mother. In 1923, fifteen-year-old Hattie Shepherd,
swept up by the tides of the Great Migration, flees Georgia
and heads north. Full of hope, she settles in Philadelphia
to build a better life. Instead she marries, and eventually
gives birth to twelve children. Their lives (and in two cases
their deaths) are “captured here in twelve luminous threads,
telling the story of a mother’s monumental courage – and a
nation’s tumultuous journey.” Amazon.com review.
Presenter: Kathy Daum
Respondents: Dorothy Grimes & Emily Pendleton
VALLOCYCLE UPDATE
On behalf of ValloCycle, Montevallo’s bike share
program, let me wish everyone a safe, happy and
prosperous new year.
As Alabama’s first bike share program, we at ValloCycle
are proud to be part of such a vibrant and unique community.
As Montevallo grows and flourishes, we will also continue to
grow in service, representing our community and focusing
on those things that make Montevallo a bike friendly city. As
more and more people discover, or rediscover cycling as a
fun, healthy, economically and environmentally responsible
form of transportation, we want to be here, working with
the community and city to discuss and represent issues
important to and about the place of biking in Montevallo.
We are asking for your input. Join us on our Facebook
page: “ValloCycle: The Montevallo Bike Share” and on
Twitter, username- @ValloCycle, Or just drop by ValloCycle.
com to see just how affordable and cool it is. Please be
safe out there.
I’ll see you on the roads and trails. Happy 2015!
					
– Lee Waites

Free PC Tune-Up

Improve System Performance
Scans the system for viruses

Homeland Computer Systems
968-A Main Street, Montevallo, AL 35115

(205) 665-9578

PC tune-up detects symptoms of PC issues, but does not repair specific PC problems.

Business Profile

Scale Back Montevallo!!
As a commitment to a healthier Montevallo, the city
is participating in Scale Back Alabama. Residents are
encouraged to show their love for themselves, their families
and Montevallo by scaling back. The kick off date is
January 6th. Teams of two must weigh-in at Parnell Library
between January 19-25 and weigh out between April 6-12,
with a final event on April 24. Teams losing a minimum of
ten pounds are entered into drawings to win a variety of
prizes. For more information, contact Parnell Library or visit
scalebackalabama.com. Many thanks to our outstanding
Library Assistant Ms. Jennifer Key for spearheading this
worthwhile effort and to Dr. Carolyn Miller-Kirby for her
constant motivation and support of all our city-wide fitness
initiatives!

University Inn - Suites Opens
University Inn-Suites is open for business. The Inn is a
perfect place for game day stays and extended holiday visits
to Montevallo. Nestled within the Montevallo community, The
University Inn-Suites is affordable with first class amenities.
Each unit is beautifully decorated providing comfortable
furnishings with the privacy you expect. The walls of each
suite are adorned with historic photos of the turn of the
century from the University of Montevallo archives.
Located at 620 Vine Street in Montevallo. The Inn is
located across the street from Orr Park and the new women’s
NCAA softball facility.
Booking is done via the facilities web site at www.
universityinn-suites.com Phone 205-260-9990

DATES TO REMEMBER

January 6........Historical Commission Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
January 12............ City Council Meeting, City Hall, 6 p.m.
Work Session - 5:30 p.m.
January 26............ City Council Meeting, City Hall, 6 p.m.
Work Session - 5:30 p.m.
Every 2nd Monday.......................Montevallo Civitan Club
5:45 p.m., University Baptist Church
Every 4th Monday........................Montevallo Civitan Club
5:45 p.m., University Baptist Church
Every 4th Monday........................Montevallo Cooperative
Development District (MCDD)
4 p.m., Meets at Parnell Library
Every Tuesday....................................Montevallo Chorale
7-9 p.m., Cost $25
Meets in the Choir Room of Davis Hall
Every Tuesday................................. Boy Scout Troop 525
6:30 p.m., Scout Lodge
Every Thursday................................. Cub Scout Pack 525
6:30 p.m., Scout Lodge
Every Thursday...............................................Rotary Club
Parnell Memorial Library, 12 noon
Every 2nd Wednesday............ Montevallo Water & Sewer
Board Meeting • 9:00 a.m.
Every Thurs.-Sat............ Aldrich Coal Mine Museum Tours
10 a.m.-4 p.m, Sundays from 1-4 p.m.
Every Second Saturday...................... Saturday Clean-Up
9 a.m., Locations see www.cityofmontevallo.com
Every Third Saturday.... St. Andrew’s Clothing Give-Away

2015 Chamber Member Application

January UM College of Fine Arts events
Jan 8 - Feb 5 Art Exhibition: Shongo / Benjamin DeMott
Opening Reception: Thursday, January 8,
4:30 – 6:30 p.m., Bloch Hall Gallery
Jan. 12
LeBaron Trio, 7:30 p.m.
LeBaron Recital Hall
Jan. 15
Roderick George, tenor, Faculty Recital
7:30 p.m., LeBaron Recital Hall
with Guest Artists Marcia Porter, soprano,
and Valerie Trujillo, piano
Jan. 21
Martin Luther King Jr. Oratorical Breakfast
9:00 a.m., Anna Irvin Dining Hall
Jan. 27
Guest Artist Kevin Chance, piano
7:30 p.m., LeBaron Recital Hall
SAC additional Exercise Classes – SPRING 2015
*Morning Water Exercise Class
Start your day the healthy way. Cardiovascular and
muscular toning class with a low impact workout – perfect
for all levels of fitness – from the runner who wants to
improve flexibility and upper body to the couch potato ready
to begin. Open for both men and women. Water Exercise is
the recommended form of exercise for people with arthritis
or other joint related conditions.
Dates:		
Wednesday, Jan 7- Wednesday, April 29
Days:		
Mondays and Wednesdays
Times:		
6:45 a.m. until 7:45 a.m.
Cost:		
$110** (Faculty, Staff, Students and
Community Members -- $50)
Location:
SAC Pool - University of Montevallo
Instructor:
Dr. Carolyn Miller Kirby, UM Professor
******Fee will be prorated for late joiners******
*Morning Weight Training Class
Not your average weight training program. The SAC
recommends this class as a one on one introduction to the
most effective and safe use of the equipment. This class
is tailored for you as it individually assesses and assigns
a personal weight training program to meet your needs:
weight management, rehabilitation, general mobility, and
body re-shaping. All fitness levels included. Open for both
men and women.
Dates:		
Thursday Jan 8 - Thursday, April 30
Days:		
Tuesdays and Thursdays
Times:		
6:45 a.m. until 8:00 a.m.
Cost:		
$110** (Faculty, Staff, Students and
Community Members- $50)
Location:
SAC Weight Room - UM
Instructor:
Dr. Carolyn Miller Kirby, UM Professor
** $100 for each class if over 65 OR if taking both of these classes**
*****Fee will be prorated for late joiners******
To register call Carolyn Kirby at 205-665-6591, email
millerc@montevallo.edu or call the SAC at 205-665-6611,
Visit our web site: www.montevallo.edu/SAC/.

Look for ARBOR DAY
information in February Issue!

INAUGURAL UM SOFTBALL SEASON
The inaugural University of Montevallo softball season
gets underway February 1, 2015. The doubleheader against
the University of West Alabama will begin at 2 p.m. at the
brand new University of Montevallo Softball Stadium at Orr
Park. The Opening Day festivities will begin at 1 p.m. with
a ribbon cutting ceremony, giveaways, photo opportunities
with Freddie the Falcon, and much more. Don’t miss this
historic event for the Montevallo community!
MONTEVALLO YOUTH SOCCER AND YOUTH
BASEBALL/SOFTBALL REGISTRATION
Montevallo will hold registration for both youth soccer, and
youth baseball and softball on Thursday, January 22, January
29, and February 5 from 5:30-8 p.m. at City Hall in Montevallo
for ages 3-12 years for baseball/softball and ages 4-12 for
soccer participants. Register online at www.montevallorec.
com. Early Bird Registration Fee for baseball/softball is $110
(from Jan. 1-Jan. 22). Fee after January 22 is $140. Early Bird
Registration Fee for Youth Soccer is $75 (from Jan. 1-Jan. 22).
Fee after January for soccer is $90. Contact Shane Baugh at
205-527-3755 or email psbaugh14@gmail.com.

THIS MONTH AT

Library Hours:
Monday: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Thursday: 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Friday: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

www.cityofmontevallo.com
JANUARY SCHEDULE
TUESDAYS
January 6th: After School Movie, Call for Title at 3:30 p.m.
(sequel to hit movie about dolphins)
January 13th: After School Movie, Call for Title at 3:30 p.m.
(new animated DVD based on a childrens’s book about
children who live on a train)
January 20th: After School Movie, Call for Title at 3:30 p.m.
(new animated movie about dogs who are also musketeers)
January 27th: After School Movie, Call for Title at 3:30 p.m.
(new animated hit about trolls)

old boys. After ringing the bell for the Salvation Red Kettle
campaign, the boys enjoyed pizza and bowling with Lt. Tim
Alexander and some of his Omega Psi Phi brothers.
For the generation On Joy Maker Challenge, we
participated in 12 acts of service around Montevallo, and
encouraged our members to commit their own acts of
service. Thanks to a partnership with Hasbro, the 301 hours
of service that were part of these ’12 Days of Service’ will
mean an additional 301 toys donated by Hasbro to the Toys
for Tots campaign!
We are already making plans for 2015 with new
programs and activities as well as all our old favorites! We
have room for a few more Afterschool members. We also
can take a few more Torch Club members (middle school)
and hope to start our first Keystone Club with high school
students. For more information about any of this, please
call 665-4466.

WEDNESDAYS
Storytime with Mr. Mac every Wednesday at 9:15 a.m.
January 10h: FREE Computer Class: Internet from 1:00 to
2:00 p.m.
FRIDAYS
January 23rd: Lego Club: For boys and girls at 3:15 p.m.
Just show up and build!
SATURDAYS
Date To Be Determined: Chess Club: For 8th-12th grade
ONLY. Space is limited—must register to attend. 10:3011:30 a.m. Call the library at 665-9207 x2 to see if Chess
Club will meet in January.
NOTE: Magic Tree House Club will not meet in January
due to the New Year Holiday. We will see you in February!
For more information including our children’s policy
please visit our website at www.cityofmontevallo.com

FOR SALE

BOYS AND GIRLS

CLUB NEWS
December began with the serving of Iron Bowl cupcakes
decorated with crimson red icing and a white A. Though
saying “Roll Tide” as the Auburn fans served the Alabama
fans was somewhat painful, there was a great spirit of
sportsmanship all around!
Thanks to those of you who attended our Open House.
As I’m sure you could tell, the kids had worked hard to get
all decorated for you and LOVED giving tours and serving
refreshments! We appreciate your interest in and support
of the first 5 years of our club! If you missed this event, go
to www.bgcca.org, click on ‘The Clubs’ tab and then ‘Shelby
County’ and scroll to the bottom to see a video about our
Club. Lorielle Hutchinson and Emily Dutton did a great job
as our tour guides!
Our first Passport 2 Manhood program wrapped up
with a community service/fun event for these 10 to 12 year

$259,900

HISTORIC HOME SITTING ON OVER 5 ACRES
5 bedrooms, 2 baths, large high ceiling rooms with
beautiful staircase

For appointment call:
NATHAN STAMPS • 205-665-0095
TEAM MASSEY PROPERTIES

Deadline is February 16.
Deadline is February 16.

Submit this form by February 16, 2015 to:

