“The Voice for Business & Community”
CHAMBER COMMENT
by Steve Gilbert, Director

FEBRUARY 2020
As I sat among the stacks of boxes, I
said to myself, self I said, “How does one
accumulate so much stuff in such a short
time frame?” After 6 years we have
relocated the Chamber to a new office. The one good thing
I can say about moving is it does force a good cleaning out
of desks, filing cabinets, and book cases. I must admit I
am a bit of a pack rat. I come from a long line of them. My
father was very good at squirreling away things he might
need later, or could use to repurpose, or repair something.
He learned those lessons from his father. Growing up in
the depression and during WW II my grandfather was a
master of “fixing” things. Not much he didn’t have in his own
personal hardware store; nuts, bolts, nails and screws were
kept in the scratch box. You just had to dig around a bit
to find what you needed. My dad continued the tradition.
In fact, I think he took it to a different level. I struggle with
throwing things away; it must be part of my DNA seeing as
how my grandfather and father were pack rats. That’s my
story and I am sticking to it.
When the time came to start packing for the move, I found
myself in familiar territory going through years of items
tucked away in desk drawers and the storage area. “Why
did I keep this? Oh yeah it went to the, (insert item name
here) you never know when you might need one of those.”
I did manage to reduce the number of items I just couldn’t
bear to part with significantly. It was a break through, which
resulted in many trips to the dumpster.
One other good thing about moving is you find things you had
forgotten or lost. There were a lot of trips down memory lane
with old photos and items from the Chamber’s long history
in this community. It made me smile even if the drudgery of
cleaning out and packing was a dreaded task. I managed
to stay on task for most of the day with the occasional side
track to answer emails and the telephone. The computer
was the only thing left on my desk when the movers arrived.
Days later I am still sitting among that stack of boxes. I have
managed to unpack the essentials to continue operations. I
am using the excuse of I will throw out more unneeded items
if I take my time unpacking. I’ll report on the progress at
another time. The new Chamber office is located on campus
at 75 College Drive in the University Physical Plant Offices.
Our new mailing address is P.O. Box 270, Montevallo, AL
35115. Our office hours are Monday thru Friday 8:00 AM
to 4:30 PM. Stop by and say hello, just move that box and
have a seat !
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Chamber News

MONTHLY CHAMBER LUNCHEON
Wed., Feb. 19th
“AMERICAN VILLAGE CELEBRATES
20TH ANNIVERSARY /
4TH ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF TULIPS”
Guest Speakers - Tom Walker, American Village,
Founder & CEO and Melanie Poole, American Village
Marketing and Communications at Parnell Library.
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m., followed by lunch at
noon ($12.00 each). Luncheon Sponsor is American
Village.
WELCOME NEW CHAMBER MEMBER
Ideal Insurance Agency, 1225 Valley St., 205-476-8786
Delores Adkins, Individual
Chamber office has a new location
75 College Dr.
P.O. Box 270
Montevallo, AL 35115
205-665-1519
montevallochamber@gmail.com
PLATINUM LEVEL
CITY OF MONTEVALLO
MONTEVALLO INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD
GOLD LEVEL
TRUSTMARK BANK
UNIVERSITY OF MONTEVALLO
SILVER LEVEL
ARGOS CEMENT, LLC
DIXIE DECORATIONS
MONTEVALLO FAMILY DENTISTRY
REGIONS BANK
ROCKCO FUNERAL HOME
SPIRE
VINZANT HOME

For additional information about how to become a Chamber Business Partner
contact Chamber Director Steve Gilbert (205) 665-1519

75 College Drive • P.O. Box 270 • Montevallo, AL 35115 • montevallochamber@gmail.com • www.montevallocc.com • 205-665-1519

SPONSORED BY LUCKY’S FOODLAND

FEBRUARY

7th FRIDAY
ART AUCTION at THE GALLERY
Preview and early bidding,
10am to 5pm, Bloch Hall (UM)
COLLEGE NIGHT PRODUCTION
Palmer Auditorium (UM) / 7pm
8th SATURDAY
24th ANNUAL ALUMNI ART EXHIBITION
& SILENT AUCTION
10am to 4pm, The Gallery. Bloch Hall (UM)
ART AUCTION AND BLOCH PARTY (UM)
4pm, The Gallery, Bloch Hall (UM)
COLLEGE NIGHT PRODUCTION
Palmer Auditorium (UM), 7pm
13th Feb - 7th Mar
AZU/BLUE EXHIBITION
Weekdays, 9am to 4pm
Closing reception and gallery talk, Mar. 5 at 5pm,The
Gallery at Bloch Hall (UM)
14th FRIDAY
VALENTINE’S DAY
15th SATURDAY
SENIOR SOUP & BINGO
Montevallo Senior Center / 11am - 1pm / lunch at 11am
BREAST CANCER AWARENESS GAME
2pm - UM women’s game & 4pm - UM men’s game,
UM vs Christian Brothers University, door opens at 1pm
silent auction, raffle and long sleeve t-shirts for sale,
Trustmark Arena (UM). All funds raised go to Breast
Cancer Research Fdn of AL - Susan G. Komen for the
Cure. For more info call 205-665-6600
17th MONDAY
AMERICAN VILLAGE 20th ANNIVERSARY KICK-OFF
CELEBRATION, American Village, 10am - 4pm,
George Washington Birthdaycake at noon;
Ceremonial groundbreaking for the newest addition
Independence Hall at 2pm & 4TH ANNUAL FESTIVAL
OF TULIPS OPENING DAY (weather & blooming time
permitted) Admission only $5.00 per person for this special
day

19th WEDNESDAY
MONTEVALLO CHAMBER MONTHLY LUNCHEON
“AMERICAN VILLAGE CELEBRATES 20TH
ANNIVERSARY / 4TH ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF
TULIPS” - Guest Speakers - Tom Walker, American
Village Founder & CEO, and Melanie Poole, American
Village Marketing and Communications, Parnell Library,
11:30am, Lunch -noon,$12. each. Luncheon Sponsor American Village
MEDIA DAY
10am to 1pm, McChesney Student Activity Center (UM)
20th THURSDAY
IMPACT MONTEVALLO MEETING
9am, Montevallo City Hall
22nd SATURDAY
MIDDLE SCHOOL HONOR BAND CONCERT
5:30pm, Palmer Auditorium (UM)
MFBC LADIES LUNCHEON
11am, Montevallo First Baptist Church
Speaker Allison Wilks from FBC Prattville and musical
talent Shannon Vines. Tickets $12.00. Info 205-665-2566
24th MONDAY
GUEST ARTISTS: Carols Feller - Flute and Mary Chung Piano, 7:30pm, LeBaron Recital Hall (UM)
25th TUESDAY
EMERITA FACULTY RECITAL: Cynthia MacCrae, Piano,
7:30pm, LeBaron Recital Hall (UM)
27 Feb - 1 Mar THURSDAY - SUNDAY
“A MIDSUMMER’S NIGHT DREAM”
Thurs - Fri 7:30pm and Sun 2pm & 7:30pm, Chichester
Black Box Theatre (UM). Tickets go on sale Feb. 20 at
montevallotickets.universitytickets.com
29th SATURDAY
MONTEVALLO ARBOR DAY
9am - noon / 2500 bare root tree seedlings will be
available for adoption, along with door prizes and info.,
Montevallo Recycling Center - 1120 Overland Rd
2020 ELFI WINTER MEETING SESSION
10:15am-12:50pm,Parnell Library Meeting Room

HIGHWAY 25 | MONTEVALLO, AL 35115 | 205-665-5124
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Montevallo
Historical Society

540 Shelby Street
Montevallo, AL 35115
www.historicmontevallo.org

SM

Opening the Portals of Our Heritage

Like Us On Facebook

“GO DOWN (SOUTH) MOSES”
Submitted by Martin Everse

If there ever was such a thing as an Alabama Ironmaster
Hall of Fame, Moses Stroup would have been one of the
first inductees and Montevallo could have basked a bit in his
fame. He has rested for the last 142 years in what is today
the town’s police jurisdiction.
How Moses came to slumber on a knoll overlooking Spring
Creek rivals the story of his Biblical namesake and though he
did not wander for 40 years across the Sinai, he hopscotched
across the southern United States for over six decades.
How he became known as an ironmaster, the manager or
owner of a blast furnace or forge, is easy to answer. It was
in his blood. His grandfather was a gunsmith, who after
moving to Lincoln County, North Carolina about the time of
the Revolution, established a forge. Moses’ father, Jacob,
learned the iron trade from his father there. Following the
War of 1812, Jacob, seeking his own fortune, slid on down
to South Carolina and constructed a small blast furnace and
forge at the mouth of King’s Creek on the Broad River. It
was here a teenaged Moses was initiated into the mysteries
of iron making. For the next 20 years, Jacob and Moses
do-si-doed across the states of South Carolina, Georgia,
and Alabama. Jacob would often enter a new area, build
an ironworks, and Moses would stay behind and operate
it. From near Spartanburg, South Carolina to Cartersville,
Georgia and over to near Anniston, the father-son team kept
up the dance until Jacob died in 1846.
Now on his own, Moses began prospecting for new iron ore
land in Cherokee County, Alabama. About 1849 near Cedar
Bluff, he began the construction of the Round Mountain
Furnace, operating it until 1855 when financial difficulties
forced him to sell. Like his father before him, Moses was a
rolling stone, wherever he laid his hat he built a furnace or
forge or at least tried to buy one. Wandering down to central
Alabama, Stroup attempted to purchase the Shelby Iron
Works near Columbiana from Horace Ware but that deal fell
through. Then, sometime in the late 1850s Stroup partnered
with John Alexander, someone he knew in South Carolina
who had become a wealthy land owner and grist mill builder
near Montevallo. Together, they purchased the Roupes
Valley Forge from Ninian Tannehill in 1857 and commenced
a major expansion of the works.
With the use of slave labor, huge sandstone blocks were
quarried from a nearby hillside and used to construct the
imposing blast furnaces seen today at Tannehill Park. A
road was built from the furnaces toward the Cahaba River
in the direction of Montevallo so the iron produced could be

MOSES STROUP

transported to the railroad there. In 1860, a Tuscaloosa paper
boasted, “Messrs. Stroup & Alexander have in successful
operation a Blast Furnace which promises to turn out a very
superior article of Pig Iron. This is but the beginning of that
prosperity which is to make Tuscaloosa the Pittsburg of
Alabama.” A year later, the Montgomery papers announced,
“Mr. Stroup, proprietor of the Iron Furnace in Bibb County, has
gone to Montgomery with proposals to cast cannon for the
State of Alabama.” In 1863, the furnaces were sold to William
Sanders of Marion and Stroup moved to Jefferson County to
assist in the construction of the Oxmoor Furnaces. By the
spring of 1865, however, Moses found himself unemployed.
The Union Army had paid a brief but destructive visit to the
area and gutted every ironworks in central Alabama.
Now 70 years old, with his life’s work in shambles, Moses
retired to his daughter’s home near Montevallo. She had
married John Alexander’s younger brother Marshall. Stroup
died on March 31, 1878, 13 years to the day Yankee soldiers
destroyed the Tannehill Furnaces and was buried in the
Spring Creek Cemetery just across the stream from the
Spring Creek Cumberland Presbyterian Church. The famous
Alabama poet and author, Mary Gordon Duffee, wrote that
Stroup died “near the town of Montevallo, surrounded by all
the tearful regrets of his family and friends . . . No more heroic
spirit, earth-worn and weary, stainless and redeemed, ever
ascended to the mansions of eternal rest than that of Moses
Stroup, the old pioneer of iron-making in the southern land.”
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TULIP FESTIVAL OPENS FEB. 17TH
Submitted by Melanie Poole
The 4th Annual American Village Festival of Tulips is
scheduled to open Monday, February 17 – the same day
the American Village celebrates both their 20th Anniversary
and George Washington’s Birthday! They invite you and
your family to join in the celebration. Gates will open at
10:00 a.m., and family-friendly activities will take place
throughout the day. Admission will be just $5 per person for
this special day.
At the Festival of Tulips you can stroll through a field of
100,000 tulips. Pick the flowers and bulbs you want to
purchase, and take home armfuls of beautiful blooms! Don’t
forget your camera – you’ll want to get family photos with
the tulips.
Celebrate George Washington’s Birthday with the man
himself at noon on the steps of Washington Hall. Share
birthday cake and have your picture taken with the Father of
our Country. Meet patriots of the past, take part in Colonial
games, experience the Continental Army encampment,
Colonial Chapel, Randall Museum and National Veterans
Shrine as well.
At 2:00 p.m. the American Village will mark their 20th
Anniversary with a ceremonial ground breaking for their
newest addition – a replica of Independence Hall. A
commemorative photograph will be taken, and you’re
invited to be there!
The Festival of Tulips will remain open Monday-Friday 104, Saturday 10-4, and Sunday 12-4 (depending on weather
and bloom time) as long as the flowers remain.

NEW & USED TIRES

205-200-0024 • 205-624-3453

4741 Hwy 119 • Montevallo, AL 35115
NEW HOURS:
Monday - Saturday 7:30am to 5:30pm
Closed on Sunday.

3 We Fix Flats 3 Plugs 3 Bead Sealer
3 Rotation 3 Valve Stems 3 Patch
3Change Over 3 Mounting & Balance
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Check the American Village website or Facebook page
before your trip, just in case Mother Nature has inclement
weather planned. Visit www.americanvillage.org for up-todate news and photos of the tulip field.

PURCHASE 2 MONTHS/GET 3rd MONTH FREE
Hurry in! Offer ends 2/29/2020

Undrae 205-566-6264

or

Mary 205-215-1352

603 Main Street • Montevallo, AL 35115 • drefitstudio@yahoo.com

UNIVERSITY BAPTIST CHILD DEVELOPMENT
CENTER OPENS AS A FIRST CLASS PRESCHOOL
University Baptist Child Development Center is proud that
the 2020-2021 school year will be our 13th year as a First
Class Preschool. Alabama First Class Preschool programs
are ranked 1st in the nation.
UBCDC online pre-registration for 2020-2021 four year
old First Class Pre-K is now open from Jan. 15-Mar. 25.
Students will be selected by random drawing on Tuesday,
March 31st at noon at our center.
To complete the online pre-registration forms in English or
Spanish go to alprek.asapconnected.com.
The facility is located at the Corner of Overland and Shoshone
in Montevallo. For more information or to schedule a tour of
our program please contact Director Lorrie Ozley at 205665-4039 or email at universitybaptistcdc@gmail.com.

FEBRUARY 17

EVENTS STARTING
AT 9 PM - ISH

MONDAY

Poker
Night
TUESDAY

THURSDAY

COLLEGE
Night
6-9 PM MONDAY-SATURDAY

721 MIDDLE ST., MONTEVALLO, AL
TEL: (205) 626-8108
@ THEDIVEBAR721
HOURS: MONDAY-SATURDAY 4:00PM-2:00AM

SATURDAY

THEMED PARTIES
+19 TO ENTER
+21 TO DRINK
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KARATE FOR SENIORS CLASS OPENS
In 1972 at 19 years old, in Quinon, Vietnam, I began a
lifelong love of karate and the martial arts. Although I started
for the typical reason of self-defense, I must say that it has
become so much more. This past year I turned 66 years
old, but it really hit me when I applied for social security
that “I am a Senior Citizen”. Through the years of practice
and instruction, I have seen students benefit and enjoy the
camaraderie and learning through their practice. Buddy
Freeman started karate at age 70 and has always been
an inspiration, not only to myself but to all that he came
into contact with during his 14 years of training. There are
so many approaches and benefits to practicing karate for
everyone. I believe it is important for us as seniors to keep
our mind and body challenged so we can improve at our
own pace.
On February 4th at 9:00 am, we will officially start our first
class designated for Seniors. We would love for you to give
it a try and to encourage participation, we are giving the first
month free. All you need to start is loose fitting clothes and
a willingness to learn and you are ready to begin.

David Pope • 205 283-0781
Dpope53@gmail.com
1259 Valley St, Suite 600

New Senior
Classes!

“How to die young at a ripe old age.”

Mental Benefits:
3 Alertness
3 Mental Stimulation
3 Fellowship

MINDFULNESS THAT GIVES PEACE OF MIND
AND A RELAXED, HEALTHY BODY

SENIOR MORNING CLASSES
Tuesday & Thursdays from 9-10 am

First Month FREE
205-283-0781

EVERY 2ND & 4TH MONDAY
City Council Meeting, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 5:30 p.m.
Work Session
EVERY 1ST & 3RD MONDAY
Montevallo Civitan Club, 5:30 p.m., Parnell Library,
277 Park Ave.
EVERY 2ND MONDAY
MDCD Montevallo Development Cooperative District
1 p.m., Meets at Parnell Library
EVERY 1ST TUESDAY
Historical Commission, 6:30 p.m., Conference
Room at Parnell Library.

EVERY TUESDAY - BEGINNING SEPT. 10TH
7-8:30 pm, Montevallo Community Chorale meets
at Choir Room at UM’s Maxine Couch Music Buildling

				Steven Gundry, M.D.

Physical Benefits:
3 Balance
3 Muscle Stimulaton
3 Endurance

EVERY MONDAY
ACTIVE SENIOR EXERCISES
1-2 pm, Chair YOGA, Rec Building at Orr Park

EVERY TUESDAY
Ladies Bible Study - Community Wide
10:00-11:00 am, Montevallo First Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall

Check our ad (below) for savings!

Newion!
Locat

COMMUNITY MEETING CALENDAR

Offer expires
2-29-20

1259 Valley Street, Suite 600, Montevallo
www.hkakarate.com
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EVERY TUESDAY
Montevallo Community Chorale, 7 pm, Meets in the
Choir Room of Davis Hall.
EVERY WEDNESDAY
ACTIVE SENIOR EXERCISES
1-2 pm, Chair Arthritis, Rec Building at Orr Park

EVERY WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY
Aldrich Coal Mine Museum and Farrington Hall is
OPEN from 10 a.m. until 4 pm
EVERY THURSDAY
Rotary Meeting, noon, Chamber Office, 845 Valley St.
EVERY THURSDAY
Open Table (free lunches)For UM Students 11am to
1pm, Forbes House / 820 Vine St.
EVERY 2ND WEDNESDAY
Montevallo Water & Sewer Board Meeting, 9:00
a.m.
EVERY 3RD SATURDAY MORNING
Clothes Giveaway, St. Andrews Episcopal Parish Hall
925 Plowman Street, Montevallo

This month at

Library Hours:
Monday: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Thursday: 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Friday: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

FEBRUARY EVENTS
February 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th @ 9:15 am: Storytime with
Mr. Mac - Stories and songs for kids and their caregivers,
featuring Mr. Mac! Free, no registration required.
February 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th @ 10:00 am: Family Play
Group - Drop by for a fun time and a chance to play with
friends and all our toddler toys. Open to children from birth-5
years accompanied by caregivers.
February 6th, 13th & 20th @ 3:45 pm: Code Club - Learn to
code at the library! Bring your laptop or call to reserve one
of ours. No experience necessary. For grades 6 -12.
February 7th @ 3:30 pm: Magic Tree House - A book club
for kids in grade 2 and up, filled with games and crafts. Call
the library to register!
February 10th @ 3:15 pm: Kid’s Craft - Join us for a handson craft, perfect for kids in elementary school. Call the
library to register.
February 11th @ 3:30 pm: After school movie - Join us
for a FREE showing of a new release family-friendly movie!
Call the library for title.
February 14th @ 3:30 pm: LEGO Club - We’ll bring the
blocks, you bring the creativity! Build whatever you can
imagine in our Children’s area. No registration required.
February 15th @ 9:15 am: Family Storytime - Join us
for Family Storytime with Ms. Jennifer! Perfect for babies,
toddlers, and preschool kids. No registration required.
February 15th @ 10:00 am: Family Play Group- Drop
by for a fun time and a chance to play with friends and
all our toddler toys. Open to children from birth-5 years
accompanied by caregivers.

February 18th @ 6:00 pm: Adult Craft: Paint Night Follow along with our resident artist Ms. Rita to create your
own beautiful work of art! Each participant will paint one
canvas. Space is limited, call the library to register.
February 28th @ 3:30 pm: Playdoh Club - You bring the
creativity, we’ll bring the playdough! Free, no registration
required.

Arbor Day is February 29, 2020
The Montevallo Arbor and
Beautification Commission
is pleased to announce that
Arbor Day will be on February
29, 2020, at the Montevallo
Recycling Center. We will be
giving away approximately
2500 bare root tree seedlings
which will include Pin Oak, White Oak, Southern
Red Cedar, River Birch, Pignut Hickory, Flowering
Dogwood, Red Maple, Redbud and Pecan. We
also hope to have door prizes available that
may include potted trees and shrubs, mulch and
potting soil. The event will start at 9:00 am and will
conclude at 12:00 noon.

Start the New Year with savings. Everything on $ALE!
MAKING ROOM FOR NEW MERCHANDISE

Southern
Vintage Market
A Unique Mix of Old and New Furnishings

Owners: Mary and Walter Lee

ESTATE SALES & SERVICE
Open Wed.–Sat. • 10 am-5 pm

903-0369

8111 Highway 119 • Alabaster, AL 35007
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THE SPRING REAL ESTATE SEASON IS ALMOST
HERE - ARE YOU READY?
If you are thinking of selling your home this spring, here
are five tips that I share with my clients. As the old proverb
goes, “hope for the best and prepare for the worst.” These
are strategies that I have personally found helpful when I am
mentally preparing for a challenge.
1. Be Positive - Yep this can be tough to do if you are selling
out of necessity however it is imperative that you remain
positive. Read inspirational books, attend church and prayer
meetings and help others. Be conscious of the negative
thoughts that enter your mind and quickly dispel them.
2. Get a coach - Confide in a mentor or close personal friend
(with a level head). Spend a few minutes a week discussing
your thoughts and feelings. People with experience in real
estate can be a great resource.
3. Visualize the final outcome - If you are moving by choice,
spend some time envisioning what it will be like for yourself
and your family. If you are moving out of necessity, realize
that there is a light at the end of the tunnel and see yourself
in that better light (living within your financial means, future
opportunities, etc…)

5. Journal - Getting your thoughts out of your head and
down on paper is a very freeing exercise. Others may find it
easier to voice their thoughts and can use a smart phone app
or recorder. Ask yourself questions like “what do I enjoy or not
enjoy about this process?” or “what do I expect for the future
in what I am doing now?”
After selling numerous
homes, I have observed
that the three most
important factors in selling
your home are Marketing,
Price and Condition. A
realtor such as myself can
help ensure that all three
elements are there once
you have made the
decision.
Submitted by Susan Lehman

4. Prayer and Meditation - Studies have found that prayer
and meditation are very beneficial when facing a stressful
decision. Try spending 15 minutes a day in either prayer or
meditation.

Delicious

WINGS
LLC

4735 Highway 119 (Moore’s Crossroads)
Montevallo, AL 35115

205-800-0410

Wings - Fish - Burgers

Towing Service and
Front Wheel Align-

Steak/Chicken Philly
Shrimp - Chicken Tenders
Grilled Chicken Salad
Crispy Chicken Salad
HOURS: Monday thru Saturday (10am - 9pm)
Sunday (12 noon - 5:30pm)
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205-665-2877

3940 HIGHWAY 25 • MONTEVALLO, AL • 205-665-2877

CITY OF MONTEVALLO NEWS

Mayor’s Message...

STATE OF THE CITY:
BRIGHT DAYS BEHIND US AND
EVEN BRIGHTER DAYS AHEAD!
Once again, this January, I had the
pleasure of presenting the State of the
City address at the monthly Chamber of Hollie C. Cost, Mayor
Commerce luncheon. I deeply appreciate the opportunity
that the Chamber provides for us to gather and celebrate
our collective accomplishments. For those of you who were
unable to attend, I am providing a few highlights. . Visit the
city webpage for a more detailed summary as well as to view
the slide presentation.
In the area of Public Health and Safety, Montevallo was
named the 11th safest city in Alabama. The police department
implemented extensive safety and security measures at
Scott Village, upgraded department technology to better
protect and serve the community and is now fully staffed for
the first time in years. We had the pleasure of welcoming
our new Fire Chief, Brad Davis to the Fire Department. Our
volunteer response time has an average response time of
8:42. The fire department has provided public education for
140 adults and 1100 children this year. In our court system,
we bid Judge Bruce Green a fond farewell after decades of
service to the city. Moving forward, thanks to the support of
court auditor, Susan Fuqua and our new court clerk Sandy
Byrd we are working diligently to more efficiently serve our
citizens in the courtroom. Our new Judge is Victor Portella.
We are so happy to welcome him to our team.

In the area of Education, Arts and Outreach Our new library
director, Ms. Savannah Kitchens secured thousands of
dollars in grant funds to purchase computers, host Code
Clubs, refurbish the Early Literacy collection, provide supplies
and activities for our highly popular bilingual story time, and
provide a scholarship for our library director, During 2019, the
library hosted over 281 community meetings and events, had
a materials check out rate of 7 times our population, offered
202 library programs with almost 5,000 attendees, added a
board game collection available for check out, issued 356
new library cards and recorded 37,000 total library visits.
It was a busy and productive year for our library! Impact
Montevallo, our youth drug prevention initiative was awarded
a 5-year Drug-free Communities Support Program Grant by
a collaboration of the White house. Ms. Sarah Hogan is the
new director of this initiative and is securing partnerships
with area organizations to host events that offer drug and
alcohol free activity options. Our Montevallo Junior City
Council launched Moonlight Movies at Owls Cove Park and
volunteered at most of our public events including the Just
Show Up Show, Tinglewood and the Art Walk. They hosted
their first toy drive benefitting SEA and purchased a cotton
candy machine to raise funds for other causes.
In the area of Parks, Recreation and Preservation last
year marked the opening of Shoal Creek Park, featuring a
primarily grant-funded pavilion that is a true gem. The park
features over 7 miles of hiking and biking trails connected
by two spectacular bridges. Youth sports have experienced
growth and continue to bring thousands of visitors into
our community. Our athletic fields are fully booked with
tournaments throughout the 2020 season, with softball
(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)
tournaments now added to the mix. The addition of new
bleachers and batting cages significantly enhance our
facilities. Montevallo Golf Course hosted 5 golf tournaments,
partnered with Falcon Flight to provide occupational training
for one of their participants and ended the final quarter of the
year 275 rounds above the same comparable time last year.
Public Works has been hard at work as usual maintaining
our city’s infrastructure. During 2019, this division developed
a walkability plan, oversaw the completion of phase 3 of our
paving project, began maintaining the Crossroads Welcome
Garden, added to the Highway 25 Welcome Garden, and
supported a variety of city The city hired a sustainability
coordinator, Ms. Olivia Barone to focus on supporting
Montevallo in becoming a shining example of a sustainable
community. A pedestrian crossing is planned for construction
at the Hwy 119 and 25 intersection over the railroad tracks
and is slated for completion this year.
In the area of finance, FY 2019 turned out to be yet another
incredibly promising year for Montevallo. Compared to FY
2018, total business license and franchise tax collections
were each up over $20,000. Property Tax collections were up
around $7,000. Beer tax collections were up, but liquor and
wine taxes were down a bit. Cemetery lot sales experienced
an increase. Activity and income were also up in parks and
recreation. Most importantly, our sales tax revenue, which
makes up the greatest percentage of our total budget, was
up by around $370,000 over the previous year. Equally
impressive, is the fact that our building permit fees were
more than double the previous year. For the 2019 calendar
year, we issued 166 total building permits issued, the majority

of which were for new housing. Those residential permits
represent nearly $20,000,000 in total construction costs. The
commercial side represented a little over $500,000. This is
tremendously positive news. Montevallo is growing – which
is why the 2020 Census is so important to us. Naturally, our
expenses were higher this year. We instituted a much-needed
step raise system in an effort to retain our quality employees
and stay competitive when hiring. We also purchased the
old Victory Building for $375,000. We plan to utilize the
basement level for much needed city storage, develop part
of it to serve as the new home for ValloCycle’s bike shop
and possibly add a storm shelter there. We’ve been working
with a national retailer on a possible lease for the upstairs
property. Unfortunately, nothing is set in stone in that regard,
so if you want to open a new business in Montevallo, we
have the space for you!
Montevallo Main Street continues to thrive. In 2019 had a
net gain of 5 new businesses for the year in the district. Their
board was awarded with 5 distinctions at the state conference.
Significantly, Main Street volunteers have served over 2,500
hours. Their hard work is evident in many ways but especially
through their support of the $300,000 investment in facades
and interior renovations. Main Street Membership increased
from 42 members in 2018 to 78 members in 2019.
In closing, I express my sincere appreciation to all who
have been so instrumental in moving our city forward: city
employees, first responders, the University of Montevallo,
American Village, Alabama National Cemetery, board
members, volunteers, churches, businesses, youth, seniors,
non-profits, our partners outside the city and especially
(Continued on next page)

ZAPOPAN

WEEKLY SPECIALS

– Authentic –

MONDAY NIGHTS (Dine-In Only)

4551 HIGHWAY 25 • MONTEVALLO, AL

Margarita Special from 5 to 9 pm
Regular or Strawberry Margarita
Small 16 oz. $3.50 Medium 28 oz. $5.50

MEXICAN RESTAURANT

HOURS:
Mon.-Thurs.
Lunch 11 am-2 pm
Dinner 5 pm-9:30 pm

Saturday:
Open
11:30 am-10:30 pm

Sunday:
Lunch
11:30 am-2 pm
Dinner
5 pm-9 pm

Friday:
Lunch
11 am-2 pm
Dinner
5 pm-10:30 pm

BUY TWO ADULT ENTRÉES
GET A SMALL CHEESE DIP

FREE!

(1 coupon per table, per visit) • Expires 5/31/2020
Valid at the Montevallo Restaurant Only
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Buy One Dinner A thru L or #16-66
Get 2nd One 1/2 Price!

TUESDAY NIGHTS

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

Buy One Dinner A thru L Combination
Get 2nd Dinner for $2.50
(NO SUBSTITUTIONS! DINE-IN ONLY)

THURSDAY NIGHTS from 5 to 9 pm

All Domestic Beer, American or Mexican
$2.25 EACH
Regular or Strawberry Margarita
Small 16 oz. $3.50 Medium 28 oz. $5.50

(205) 665-7404

(Continued from previous page)
Maggie Benson, my dynamic new assistant. As your mayor,
I am fully committed to preserving our charm and small town
spirit while advancing our shared goals. With the expected
opening of the new Center for the Arts, the recently extended
trail system at Shoal Creek Park, the expansion of the Village
on Valley, the new businesses coming into town, and all the
other exciting, new improvements on the way, our future is
poised to be even brighter. Montevallo truly is the place to
make your mark! Thank you for allowing me to serve as your
mayor. It is an honor and a privilege!

Bob Butterworth
State Farm Insurance

Call us at 205-665-7190 for an Auto quote
and receive a $10 gift card.

ALSO, THE FIRST 2 PEOPLE TO FIND THE HIDDEN CAR WITHIN
THE CHAMBER CHATTER & BRING IT TO OUR OFFICE WILL
RECEIVE A PRIZE!
4778 HWY 25, MONTEVALLO, AL 35115

*Gift cards limited to people not currently insured w/State Farm and 1st 50 calls/walk-ins

Dr. Derrick Mendez DMD

205-665-2723 • 19330 Hwy 139 • Brierfield Al 35035
www.mahancreekdental.com

Start your 2020 off
with a sparkling SMILE!
Call us today for our New Patient Special!

Visit our Facebook page for our
monthly giveaways!
We are a providers with most major insurance companies.
We are a provider with MEDICAID of ALABAMA for children.

C’S HAS LOWERED THEIR PRICES and
ADDED A $5 BREAKFAST & LUNCH MENU!
STUDENTS AND
• Specialty Coffees
TEACHERS RECEIVE
• Panini Sandwiches 20% DISCOUNT
• Gourmet Salads
WITH I.D.
• Italian Cuisine Meals-2-Go
• Cake & Pastries
205-476-8833

1241 Valley Street • Montevallo, Alabama
ccakeandcoffeehouse@gmail.com

Montevallo Chamber Chatter | February Issue | Page 11

UNIVERSITY OF MONTEVALLO:

MONTEVALLO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:
2/5
2/17
2/19

Montevallo Connections Meeting 4:00 P.M.
No School
Class Picture Day

MONTEVALLO MIDDLE SCHOOL:
2/4
2/6
2/14
2/17

• The University of Montevallo will be able to greatly enhance
its counseling services to students, faculty and staff after
opening the new Grainger Family Center for Personal
Development during a Jan. 6 ceremony. The center occupies
the newly renovated Puryear House off Middle Street on the
UM campus, and increases counseling service space by
85 percent. The flexibility of the building’s design will allow
Counseling Services to grow and adapt as student needs
change in the future. In addition to Counseling Services, the
new center will house the Falcon Food Pantry and Student
Emergency Assistance programs.

Progress Report
8th Grade parent night @ MHS 6 p.m.
Valentine Dance $5
No School

MONTEVALLO HIGH SCHOOL:
2/5
2/6
2/5-2/8
2/6-2/9
2/11
2/17
2/18

Shelby County College Fair
8th Grade Parent Night @ MHS
Girls & Boys Area Basketball Tournaments
Montevallo Police Explorers attending conference
in TN
Athletic Banquet
Data Day (No School)
Cap & Gown Pictures

Kristi Hall,
Manager

• Buy • Sell • Trade • Pawn

• Firearms • Jewelry All you can play after 1 pm
00
• Gold • Guitars
Credit Cards Accepted - 90 Day Layaway

610 Valley Street, Montevallo, AL 35115

205-476-8577
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$17

MONTEVALLO ATHLETICS WELCOMES NEW STAFF
In the past six months The University of Montevallo (UM) has
added ten new members to its athletic department staff.
UM welcomes Adrianna Piontek, who is entering her first
season as the head coach of the women’s lacrosse team.
For the past two seasons, Piontek was an assistant coach at
Lenoir-Rhyne University in Hickory, North Carolina.
JameLynn Johnson will join the softball team as their new
assistant coach. She spent the past few years playing in
the American Softball Association professional league after
playing on the collegiate level at UNC Pembroke.

SPORT

DATE

TIME

Ann Sullivan is joining the golf team as an assistant coach
after spending two seasons at Milligan College in Tennessee.
Prior to coaching, Sullivan golfed for Milligan and was named
the AAC Player of the Year in 2014, and First Team AllConference in 2014 and 2016.
Brannan Anthony, who serves as an assistant basketball
coach, is also entering his first season at UM. Prior to
joining the Falcons he was an assistant coach at Northwest
Florida State College in Niceville Florida, where he helped
the Raiders to a 59-8 record, two Panhandle Conference
Championships, and two FCSAA Region 8 titles.
In its inaugural season, the University of Montevallo men’s
and women’s swimming team welcomes Hannah Wakeley
as their new assistant coach. Before UM she spent the 20162017 season as the assistant coach of the swim program at
Alderson Broaddus University in Philippi, West Virginia.
University of Montevallo women’s soccer also welcomed in
a new assistant coach, John Robertson, this past season.
Robertson comes to Montevallo from UAB where he served
as an assistant coach.
The sports medicine staff has added Kailin Parker to be
an athletic trainer for men’s and women’s cross country,
women’s basketball, and men’s and women’s track and field.
She is a graduate of UM and she earned a master of athletic
training from the University of South Florida in 2019.
The strength and conditioning department has added Taylor
Coe who will serve as an assistant coach. The athletics
communication department will be led by two new staff
members, Chris Brown and Jordan Brooks.
Chris Brown, who will be the new athletic communications
director, joins us from Auburn University where he served
as an athletic communications assistant. Jordan Brooks will
serve as the assistant athletic communications director.
Montevallo is excited to welcome this group of new
employees. Anyone who would like to welcome the new staff
in person, feel free to stop by the SAAC and say hello.

GO FALCONS!

Montevallo Chamber Chatter | February Issue | Page 13

RELAX on your weekend
get aways while Grandma
cares for your fur baby!
• Boarding • Grooming
• Doggie Day Care
6489 Hwy 10 • Montevallo
brendaep77@gmail.com

205-760-9434

BRENDA
EPPERSON

Experienced Groomer

Est.
1993

DEDICATED TO YOUR PET’S COMFORT AND CARE!

Montevallo Realty

Sales and Rentals Since 1993

624 Main Street • Montevallo, AL 35115
205-665-4689 & 205-516-8664
www.montevallorealty.com
Letta Hallman, Broker
Shelley McCollum, Sales
205-914-9290

Tues-Thurs 2pm -11pm • Fri & Sat 2pm-2am
717 MIDDLE STREET • MONTEVALLO, AL 35115

FACEBOOK Sweet Ink Tattoo

205-665-7218
MONTEVALLO AUTO REPAIR
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE
TOWING • REPAIR
747 MAIN STREET

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHH
We offer privacy, a meal of comfort food,
with three hours visitation to families
bereaved by the loss of a military hero.

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

Helen
205-903-4223

Pat
205-663-4488

Benefit to Charity
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LAW OFFICES OF

Christopher R. Smitherman, LLC
Licensed to practice in Alabama and Mississippi

725 West Street • Montevallo, Alabama 35115
Email: crsmithermanllc@bellsouth.net
Phone: (205) 665-4357 • Fax: (205) 665-4061

GIVE SLEEP A FIGHTING CHANCE!!
Submitted by Nicole Heaton, Pharmacist Montevallo Drug
Is there anything as wonderful as a good night’s sleep?
Nothing renews you like sleep. Getting a full night’s
sleep benefits you by boosting your immune system,
strengthening your heart, helping to prevent weight gain,
increasing productivity, increasing exercise stamina, and
helping your mood. It can even strengthen your memory
and enhance your creativity.
Unfortunately, adults over the age of 60 have more trouble
getting deep sleep – the kind that helps with memory.
Researchers now believe that lack of sleep increases the
risk of Alzheimer’s disease. In one study, losing just one
night’s sleep increased the levels of a protein that is linked
with the disease.
So, what can you do differently? Maybe start by keeping a
sleep diary, tracking your routines and sleep patterns. Here
are some tips to help ensure you get the best quality sleep
possible:
During the day
• Eat a healthy diet.
• Exercise most days of the week.
• Limit naps to 20 minutes.
• Save “thrillers” or exciting television shows for daytime
viewing, especially if you know it will stimulate you.
• Work, relationship, or financial stress? These all can affect
your sleep. While these don’t always have a simple solution,
you can develop habits to help you relieve the stress. Some
ways to help are to meditate, or practice yoga. Another
method that you can try to relieve tension is progressive
muscle relaxation. In this technique, you tense a group
of muscles as you breathe in, and you relax them as you
breathe out, working on your muscle groups in a certain
order.

Late in the day
• Avoid or limit caffeine beginning in late afternoon.
• Avoid eating large meals late in the day.
• Turn off electronic devices at least a half-hour before
bedtime.
• Create a relaxing routine: soak in a bubble bath, stretch,
read, or listen to soothing music.
Right before bedtime
• To prevent fewer wakeful trips to the bathroom, drink fewer
fluids right before bedtime. In addition, avoid alcohol before
bedtime.
• Keep a journal to write down what’s on your mind or
worrying you. This allows you to free your mind of thoughts
that may keep you up.
• Make your bedroom a sanctuary: limit bright lights and loud
sounds. Keep the room a comfortable, cool temperature. If
you are particularly sensitive, you may want to try roomdarkening shades, earplugs, or a fan to help.
• Keep a consistent sleep schedule that allows you to get
at least 7 hours of sleep. Go to bed and get up at the same
times, even on weekends and during vacations.
• Wait to go to bed until you feel sleepy. Get out of bed if you
don’t fall asleep within 20 minutes.
Be sure to see your doctor if sleep problems persist.
Both medical and emotional issues may make it difficult
to sleep well. Also, ask your doctor or pharmacist about
any medications that could be affecting your sleep. At
Montevallo Drug, we can help explain what you need to
know about both prescription or over the counter sleep aids
or other medications.

& TIRE SERVIC
P
O
H
S
E
E
GP
NEW & USED

*Tires *Balance *Mounting * Patching
*Brakes *Oil Changes
* Suspension Work
Open Mon.-Sat. from 8 am - 6 pm

Se Habla Español

4510 Hwy 25 • Montevallo, AL 35115
PH: 205-626-8043
PH: 205-249-5486
8425 HWY 31 • CALERA, AL 35040
PH: 205-209-9049
PH: 205-249-5486

Best Prices in Town
on NEW TIRES!
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Monday - Friday 7 a.m.5 p.m.
Saturday 7 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Monday
- Friday
7 a.m.5SELECTION
p.m.
WE OFFER
A LARGE,
IN-STOCK
Saturday
a.m.
12 p.m.
AUTO & 7TRUCK
PARTS
OF AUTOMOTIVE
AND -TRUCK
PARTS,
POWER
TRANSMISSION
SUPPLIES,
POWER
TRANSMISSION
& MILL
SUPPLIES
MILL
SUPPLIES
AND
MORE!
AUTO & TRUCK PARTS
We
Offer
a Large, In-stock
Selection
of
POWER TRANSMISSION
& MILL
SUPPLIES
Automotive
Truck Parts,
A and
PURCHASE
OF $50
Power
Transmission
We Offer a Large, In-stockSupplies,
Selection of
Mill Supplies
and
More!
Automotive
Truck
Parts,
A and
PURCHASE
OF $100.
Power
Transmission
Supplies,
* ON NON SALE ITEMS; MUST PRESENT COUPON.
Mill VALID
Supplies
and More!
THRU 02/29/2020.
FULL LINE
NAPA JOBBER
FULL LINE
3746 Hwy 25 NAPA
South JOBBER
• Montevallo, AL 35115
Office 205-665-1117 or 205-665-1244
205-665-1011
3746 Hwy 25Fax:
South
• Montevallo, AL 35115
Office 205-665-1117 or 205-665-1244
Fax: 205-665-1011

$10 OFF
$20 OFF

Check Our Valentine
Specials!

40% Off

All Winter Merchandise

We Love
Our Customers!
808 Main St, Montevallo, AL 35115 • 205-665-3729
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BOYS & GIRLS CLUB NEWS
The new year is off to a great start at the Boys & Girls Club
with an awesome staff and incredible kids working together in
all our youth development program areas. Regular programs
encourage leadership and character development, living
healthy lifestyles, exploring the arts, participating daily in
sports and recreation, and education…all while having fun!
Some of our teens kicked our Torch Club year by participating
in the MLK Day parade and program. This group of young
people will be planning and implementing leadership and
service projects throughout the year within the Club and
throughout the community.
Science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) will be
a new emphasis this year thanks to one of our new staff
members. He needs a bicycle tire for one of his planned
activities, so if you have one lying around the back yard,
please share it with us. Another staff member grew up in the
Hueytown unit of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Alabama
and is teaching us lots of new games that our members
love…but dodgeball continues to be our Club favorite!
On February 27 at The Club atop Red Mountain, the Youth
of the Year final competition will be held and our own Aubrey
Moreland will be representing Montevallo. Aubrey is a senior
at MHS and is working hard to bring our first win to Montevallo.
I’ve got a feeling she is going to make us proud!!!
We’re always happy to welcome new members so call 6654466 to find out how you can sign up. Contact Freda Shivers,
Director, Boys & Girls Club of Montevallo at 205-665-4466
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Created by Steve Forrester

Boarding
Available!

$5.00 Off

FULL SPA
PACKAGE
Good thru 2/28/2

0

40 Years Experience
Tails are waggin &
Pets are braggin about us!

Kristy

630 VALLEY STREET Kamiron

205-337-0066

Montevallo, AL

205-617-3300

4633 Highway 25 • Montevallo, AL 35115
phone 205-665-3247 • fax 205-665-3591

Get Involved! Join the
Montevallo Chamber of Commerce
205-665-1519
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Solution for January puzzle

ValloCycle
ValloCycle

THE MONTEVALLO BIKE SHARE

CYCLING FUN FACTS
THE MONTEVALLO BIKE SHARE

Thinking about finally investing in a bike? Or perhaps you
already own a bike, but want to ride more often? These fun
facts may help tip the scales in favor of finally getting back
in the saddle!
• Biking is 20 times cheaper than driving. AAA estimated
the average annual cost of car ownership in 2016 was $8,558.
Transportation economist Todd Litman has estimated the
annual cost of bike ownership to be $100-300.
• The bicycle is the most efficient vehicle ever devised.
A Worldwatch Institute study found that a bicycle needs only
35 calories per passenger mile, whereas a car expended
1,860 calories per passenger mile (one gallon of gas
contains 31,000 calories). They also found that walking took
over 100 calories for the same distance. Ducks, however,
are more efficient, but we can’t travel like ducks.

the less likely any of them are to be injured by motorists.
In fact, research has shown that tripling the number of bike
riders on the street cuts motorist-cyclist crashes in half.
• Bikes don’t actually need riders. Amazingly, a bicycle
can stay upright and self-correct its trajectory without a rider
as long as it’s moving at 8mph or faster.
• Cyclists are cool – it’s a fact. A recent psychological study
conducted by Mindlab found that people perceive cyclists
as possessing a unique blend of intelligent generosity and
the “cool” factor. Now there’s a good reason to get on your
bike!
ValloCycle is Alabama’s oldest citywide bike share. For
more information visit vallocycle.org, contact vallocycle@
gmail.com, or find us on Facebook.

• Bicycles save space. Approximately 15 bicycles can park
in the same space that one car takes.
• Bicycle safety comes in numbers. A 2003 study by P.L.
Jacobsen concluded that when more people walk or bicycle,
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LITTLE FREE PANTRY IS WELL USED
“Take what you need, leave what you can.” That simple
thought stands behind the Little Free Pantry at the corner
of Oak and Plowman (in front of St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church and across from Montevallo High School). If you
or your family are hungry, help yourself. If you have spare
food, think about sharing. The Little Free Pantry, which
looks like a miniature church, is always open.
Little Free Pantries have sprung up across the country
as part of a grassroots movement that seeks to address
hunger and food insecurity.
Supplies are always welcome. Leave non-perishable food
items (canned goods, dried milk, cereal, crackers, boxed
pasta, and so on). Hungry? Just help yourself.
The Little Free Pantry is sponsored by St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church and supported by the people of Montevallo.
Join Shelby Emergency Assistance at
their 3rd Annual Barks & Brews !

03.07.20 | 2-5 PM | OLD TOWN HELENA

Bring your furry friends & enjoy tasty beverages at Oversoul Brewing at 4161 Helena Rd
Helena, AL with live music from Love Rat and BBQ from Brother Beard’s Backyard BBQ.
Pet and family-friendly fun! Free admission
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MMSP ANNUAL MEETING NOTES
(Submitted by MMSP President, Jake Beaty)

Other business that we tackled were making some changes
to our Official By-Laws of the organization. We will be sending
the fully edited, final version of the by-laws out, along with
Montevallo Main Street Players has officially elected our with some other finalized documents to everyone, as soon as
newest board members and also elected two of our current possible
members who stepped in to take over terms for members
who had stepped down, to their first full terms. Our newest Montevallo Main Street Players, Inc deeply appreciates the
members are Paul G. Barnes and James Kitchens,with support of our community. We would love to see everyone
Michael-Paul Smith and Cassidy Le being our two returning on our mailing list become a member. We can only do
board members to make up the Class of 2020-2023.
what we do through the generosity of our members and
their memberships. You can join by finding the membership
We also are happy to announce our 2020 Season:
application online at montevallomainstreetplayers.com. Once
you decide what level you want to join at, simply mail in a
‘Moon Over Buffalo’ by Ken Ludwig
check or money order to:
Directed by Cassidy Le
Auditions: March 1st & 2nd, 2020, 7-9 pm in the Palmer Montevallo Main Street Players, Inc.
Memorial LibraryTheater, 277 Park Dr, Montevallo AL 35115
P.O. Box 33
Show Dates: April 30th-May 3rd, 2020
Montevallo, AL 35115
‘Harvey’ by Mary Chase
Directed by Danielle Warren
Auditions: July 20th & 21st, 2020, 7-9 pm in the Palmer
Memorial Library Theater, 277 Park Dr, Montevallo AL 35115
Show Dates: September 17th-20th, 2020
MMSP’ Annual Christmas and Community Variety Celebration!
Director TBA
Auditions: October 12th & 13th, 2020, 7-9 pm in the Palmer
Memorial Library Theater, 277 Park Dr, Montevallo AL 35115
Show Dates: December 10th-13th, 2020

Montevallo Main Street Players, Inc. is
a tax-exempt organization under IRS
code 501(c)(3). Membership is taxdeductible.

ARBOR DAY • 2.29.20
Montevallo Recycling Center
9 AM until NOON

4050 HIGHWAY 25 • MONTEVALLO
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2020 ELFI WINTER SESSION
Happy New Year and thanks to each of you for your continued
support of the Encouragement Learning Foundation, Inc.
We have served as a non-profit learning foundation with the
status of a 501-C (3) for over seventeen years of outreach in
the communities of Montevallo-Calera and the surrounding
counties and states. In the past, we have partnered with
other foundations, ministries, organizations, etc. for our
continued outreach to the communities for the seniors and
youths.
ELFI will present its Winter Meeting Session at the Parnell
Memorial Library Meeting Room on Saturday, February
29 located at 277 Park Drive in Montevallo from 10:15
a.m. to 12:15 p.m. This session will be a tribute of Black
History Month with the theme of “A Meeting of the MINDS.”
This informative meeting will include some information on
careers, community involvements, educational resources,
entrepreneurship, health, leadership and more.
Everyone is invited to come and partake of this free
community meeting. For more information or participation,
please call 205-602-1029 or mail any correspondence to
Post Office Box 660, Calera, AL 35040. Thanks for your
presence and continued support!

GET INVOLVED!
Join the Montevallo Chamber of Commerce
205-665-1519

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7
5 p.m. *Class of 1970 Registration/Reception
5 p.m. UMNAA Distinguished Alumnus Reception (by invitation)
5:30 p.m. *Class of 1970, 50-year Reunion Dinner
7 p.m. *College Night Productions
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8
8 a.m. Alumni Coffee & Registration; merchandise available (Check in
to receive your name badge and special giveaway, ends at 11 a.m.)
8:30 & 9:30 a.m. Departmental & Affinity Group Receptions
10:30 a.m. Vintage Purples/Old Golds Reunions
Noon *UMNAA Homecoming Awards & Recognition Luncheon
2 p.m. Purple vs. Gold Basketball Game
Minority Alumni Club presents Tailgate Cookout
4 p.m. Class Reunions (Alabama College, 1950, 1960, 1970,
1980, 1990, 2000, Young Alumni & 2010)
Art Auction & Bloch Party
7 p.m. *College Night Productions

University of Montevallo
February 7-8, 2020
montevallo.edu/homecoming
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Additional events will occur throughout the day on Saturday.
Visit montevallo.edu/homecoming for full schedule, details
and registration. Registration must be completed by Jan. 27
to receive name badge and reunion giveaways
*Event requires ticket or registration.
Please contact 205-665-6250 or dss@montevallo.edu at least one week prior to event
to request disability-related accommodations. montevallo.edu/disabilityaccess

MHS HIRES NEW FOOTBALL COACH
(From The Shelby County Reporter)
Montevallo High School was quick to fill the vacant head
coaching job for the Bulldogs’ football after former head
coach Brandon Wilcox resigned from his coaching duties
back in December.
On Jan. 16, the position was filled when Blake Boren was
officially approved by the Shelby County Board of Education
at a regularly scheduled meeting.
Boren will take over as Montevallo’s next head coach after
serving as offensive coordinator at several different locations
over the past 10 years, including the collegiate level.
Most recently, Boren was the offensive coordinator at Pike
Road High School during the 2019 season where his offense
set a new team record with 515 points, as the Patriots went
on to finish the regular season 10-0.
Eventually, the advanced to the second round of the playoffs
before losing to Mobile Christian, who made it to the Class 3A
State Championship game.
Pike finished the 2019 season at 11-1 overall and scored 35
or more points in every game but that loss to Mobile Christian,
which led to an average of 42.9 points per game.
Prior to joining Pike Road, Boren was the offensive coordinator
at Mountain Brook High School in 2018 where his offense

more points in five of 12 games in the toughest region of high
school football in the state.
In addition to that experience, Boren was also an assistant
coach at Faulkner University from 2012-18. At Faulkner, he
spent time as offensive coordinator, wide receivers coach and
recruiting coordinator, before diving back into the high school
ranks.
Boren will be joined by his wife Amanda and three kids Logan,
Brayden and Conner.
He is also the son of former
Montevallo
head
coach
Charlie Boren, who coached
the Bulldogs from 1998-2002.
In his time leading MHS,
Charlie Boren posted an
overall record of 28-22 with a
1-1 playoff record.
Montevallo has posted a winning season in four of the last
five seasons, and that’s something Blake Boren will look to
continue during his stint.

Happy Valentine’s Day!
February 14th

$79.00

lumadentistry.com • 205-476-0735
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