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Chamber News

“There’s something happening here,
what it is, ain’t exactly clear. There’s a
man with a gun over there a-telling me
I got to beware. I think it’s time we stop,
children, what’s that sound, everybody
look what’s going down. There’s battle lines being drawn,
and nobody’s right if everybody’s wrong.”
The words and haunting guitar of Stephen Stills poured
from the speakers and I remember thinking this year cannot
end soon enough. With so much uncertainty, it is difficult
to determine if the world will self destruct or society will
implode from many months of civil unrest. There is rioting
in the streets, burning of buildings, looting of shops and
stores, police clashing with protestors, statues falling, and
tear gas canisters flying across the TV screen, as the battle
rages. Political parties are locked in a battle for power in
Congress and the White House, a pandemic rages around
the world, and racial tensions are at all time high.
Sounds all too familiar, doesn’t it? They are the headlines
that dominate the news of today. But what if I told you I
took those headlines from the year 1968. They say history
repeats itself, and in looking back, boy has it ever. In 1968
there were riots in Watts and Harlem, Baltimore, Chicago
and Washington D.C. and the police clashed with protestors
at the Democratic National Convention. The Hong Kong
Flu pandemic raged from mid 1968 until the end of 1969
claiming around 1 million lives worldwide. 1968 was the
most violent year of the decade. They killed Dr. King and
Bobby Kennedy, the Vietnam War raged, and people were
questioning the role of the police in society.
My point is this, when it seems that the world is ripping apart
at the seams, something comes along to change our focus.
In 1968 Apollo 8 was the first manned spacecraft to orbit the
moon. It happened on Christmas Eve. The crew members
read the passages of creation from the Book of Genesis,
and for a moment the world took a deep breath before the
New Year. I can still see those images of our world as we
had never seen it before, from the depths of space. We
have been through fire many times and each time it tempers
the metal that is the fabric of America. I hope we can find
new eyes to look upon our world; eyes with a few wrinkles
around them, take a deep breath, and remember we have
been here before and survived.
Lyrics from: For What it’s Worth by Stephen Stills performed
by Buffalo Springfield (1967)

to
Story Read

To view Montevallo Story Read episode 1 https://www.facebook.com montevallochamber
ofcommerce/videos/433696137587831

10th Anniversary

Thanks to the 2020 Montevallo
Farmers’ Market Sponsors

June 1 - Aug 17
Mondays 3-6pm
660 Main St
behind Montevallo First
Baptist Church
(AFTER USE, PLEASE PUT IT BACK IN ITS PROPER PLACE)

Montevallo Family Dentistry

WELCOME NEW CHAMBER MEMBERS Express Tire & Auto Service Center, 205-620-3488
Woodgrain Millwork, 140 Shelby St.
Jake Beaty, Individual
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SPONSORED BY LUCKY’S FOODLAND

SEPTEMBER

TUESDAY, September 1st
SPECIAL PRIMARY ELECTION RUNOFF
Alabama House of Representatives District 49
FRIDAY, September 4th
MONTEVALLO HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
vs ACA at MHS, 7pm / Senior Night
SUNDAY, September 6th
READ A BOOK DAY
MONDAY, September 7th
LABOR DAY
FRIDAY, September 11th
PATRIOT DAY / Remembrance of 9-11
MONTEVALLO HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
vs Bibb County at MHS, 7pm

SATURDAY, September 12th
(CANCELLED) 3rd Annual TINGLEWOOD FESTIVAL
All Woodworking Event tinglewoodfestival.com
(POSTPONED) 19th Annual CARS BY THE CREEK
https://www.facebook.com/events/519495862197721/
SUNDAY, September 13th
GRANDPARENTS DAY
TUESDAY, September 15th
RIBBON CUTTING
B&M MarketPlace / 1259 Valley St Suite 400
Ribbon Cutting 10am
WEDNESDAY, September 16th
(POSTPONED) MONTEVALLO CHAMBER MONTHLY
LUNCHEON
FRIDAY, September 18th
MONTEVALLO HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
vs Wilcox Central at MHS, 7pm / Homecoming
TUESDAY, September 22nd
FIRST DAY OF FALL

America will Never Forget. Let’s all shine lights in our communities
across the country to show solidarity with New Yorkers who had
to fight to keep their searchlight memorial at ground zero. The
concept is simple, have your town find a central location and shine
it skyward on 9-11-20. It can be a COVID-19 safe event because
people can see the lights from all around or from their cars. There
was a time after September 11 , 2001 when this country was united
in heartbreak and resolve. Let’s show everyone to Never Forget.
Shine a light in your town with a Light to Remember.
PLATINUM LEVEL
CITY OF MONTEVALLO
MONTEVALLO INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD
GOLD LEVEL
MONTEVALLO FAMILY DENTISTRY
TRUSTMARK BANK
UNIVERSITY OF MONTEVALLO
SILVER LEVEL
ALFA - SHAWN PAYNE / MONTEVALLO
ARGOS CEMENT, LLC
DIXIE DECORATIONS
HUDDLE HOUSE / MONTEVALLO
REGIONS BANK
ROCKCO FUNERAL HOME
VINZANT HOME
For additional information about how to become a
Chamber Business Partner contact
Chamber Director Steve Gilbert (205) 665-1519

HIGHWAY 25 | MONTEVALLO, AL 35115 | 205-665-5124
Page 2 | Montevallo Chamber Chatter | September Issue

“The Voice for Business & Community”

540 Shelby Street
Montevallo, AL 35115
www.historicmontevallo.org

Like Us On Facebook

SPOON BREAD AND CHICKEN PIE
Submitted by Marty Everse
When the soldier boys from Selma’s Craig
Field invaded the coed rich courting grounds of
Alabama College during the Second World War
they racked-out at Montevallo’s Hotel St. George.
Long-time town barber Red Mahan bemoaned
the less than stellar accommodations declaring,
“I hate to see anybody stay in that joint. It might
have been a nice place in its day, but it’s nothing
but a two-stick hotel now. One stick to prop the
bed up with and another to fight the rats off.”
Red was right. The St. George had its moments
early on though it did get off to a shaky start.
Opening with much fanfare on September 1, 1897,
by the following week news of the two-story, 20
room, brick hotel built by Montevallo entrepreneur
George Kroell had reached the pages of virtually
every newspaper in the state. Room rates were
$2.00 a day with special attention given to the The Hotel St. George had lost some of its former glory by the time of this 1946
traveling commercial man. The original operator photograph. For more information go to www.historicmontevallo.org and scroll
Alex A. Wall, with a reputation of being one of down to Clay Nordan’s “Throwback Thursday.”
the best hotel men in Alabama, did not last long
billing and cooing. In small fish bowls around the room
however, and within two years M. E. Ham had taken over.
tiny gold fish would be swimming in the clear blue water.
Ham directed his marketing efforts to parents visiting their
Adding to the homey atmosphere were stray cats whose
daughters at the Industrial School. He boasted that the St.
wanderings had led them to the St. George because of the
George was the finest brick building in Montevallo and led
table scraps always ready for them.” Those scraps had a
everything else of the kind in the state outside of cities. Ham’s
been prepared initially by what many people considered
tenure was even shorter than Wall’s though under Ham Dr.
the real celebrity of the hotel, the African-American cook,
George Gill cured complicated cases of astigmatism and
Joseph Sidney Prentice, Jr. Son of a local preacher and
myopia in his rooms, spring vegetables from the tropics were
clad in white trousers and a bright silk shirt, Joe prepared
dished up, a baby was birthed there, and oyster suppers were
nd served his specialties, spoon bread and chicken pie, to
served by the Methodist Ladies’ Aid Society. In February
great acclaim. Traveling salesmen scheduled their routes
1901, Mrs. S. L. Harris, “a thorough hotel woman from
to end the week at Joe’s sumptuous Saturday night table.
Atlanta,” assumed control but lasted a mere 18 months. By
the fall of 1902, Kroell was searching for a hotel proprietor.
Jack, Ella and Joe held forth until 1931 when Jack retired
and opened a café on Main Street. He did find time to be
The St. George’s salvation came along with the husband and
Montevallo’s mayor from 1926-1932. The St. George rocked
wife team of J. R. “Jack” and Ella Johnson from Faunsdale
along until 1963 when businessman Victor Scott purchased
who took the reins in 1910 and ushered in the hotel’s golden
the building. He auctioned off the contents on June 15th and
age. For 21 years, the couple guided the lodging’s fate,
the building was demolished shortly thereafter. Eventually,
creating what one correspondent described as a “friendly,
Agee and Pat Kelly constructed the Merchants & Planters
homely atmosphere of the old South. Entering the lobby
Bank building on the lot which is today TrustMark.
one would come face to face with several cages of lovebirds
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HAVE YOU TAKEN A MINUTE TO EXPLORE THE
CITY OF MONTEVALLO’S NEW WEBSITE?
A new webpage all about starting a business in Montevallo!
This page leads you through all 10 steps prospective
business owners need to complete. Business cards
featuring the design below are available at the front desk at
City Hall or by contacting Montevallo Chamber.
Feel free to take some to share with anyone you know who
is interested in starting a business in Montevallo.
Montevallo Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 270 Montevallo, AL 35115
205.665.1519
montevallochamber@gmail.com

Kristi Hall,
Manager

Montevallo Realty

Sales and Rentals Since 1993

624 Main Street • Montevallo, AL 35115
205-665-4689 & 205-516-8664
www.montevallorealty.com
Letta Hallman, Broker
Shelley McCollum, Sales
205-914-9290

PURCHASE 2 MONTHS/GET 3rd MONTH FREE
Hurry in! Offer ends 9/30/2020

Undrae 205-566-6264

or

Mary 205-215-1352

603 Main Street • Montevallo, AL 35115 • drefitstudio@yahoo.com

205-665-7218
MONTEVALLO AUTO REPAIR
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE
TOWING • REPAIR
747 MAIN STREET

LAW OFFICES OF

Christopher R. Smitherman, LLC
Licensed to practice in Alabama and Mississippi

4050 HIGHWAY 25 • MONTEVALLO
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725 West Street • Montevallo, Alabama 35115
Email: crsmithermanllc@bellsouth.net
Phone: (205) 665-4357 • Fax: (205) 665-4061

“The Voice for Business & Community”

FOOD DRIVE FOR SHELBY EMERGENCY
ASSISTANCE
Beacon of Hope Ministry is hosting a food drive for Shelby
Emergency Assistance on Saturday, September 12th from
9:00 a.m. – noon.
Food collection sites include:
• SEA’s office - 160 Shoshone Drive, Montevallo
• First Presbyterian Church of Alabaster – 8828 Hwy
119, Alabaster
• Old Zapopan restaurant in Calera – 4416 Hwy 31,
Calera
Items needed:
Cereal
Oatmeal
Grits
Chef Boyardee canned foods
Beef stew
Peanut butter
Jelly
Canned fruits
Tuna
Tuna Helper
Hamburger Helper
Spaghetti
Spaghetti sauce
Dry milk

Canned chicken
Sugar – 5 lb. bag or smaller
Flour – 5 lb. bag or smaller
Corn meal
Cooking oil – 16 oz - 48 oz
Dry potatoes
Soup
Cornbread mix
Pasta
Saltine crackers
Mayonnaise – 24 oz or less
BBQ sauce
Pancake mix
Syrup

LELIA HORTON MITCHELL DISTRICT TWO
COUNCIL PERSON CANDIDATURE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
As a candidate for District Two Council Person for Montevallo,
Lelia Horton Mitchell have enjoyed this journey of campaigning in
Aldrich, Almont, and Montevallo. Faith Baptist Church Family and
to the rest of the nine churches located in District Two, and also
other local churches, thank you for announcing the candidacy and
your prayers.
Thanks to Major Hollie Cost, City of Montevallo, Montevallo City
Council, Montevallo Junior City Council, Montevallo Chamber of
Commerce and The Type Shop for your assistance.
Family: thanks for your love, presence, prayers and the purchase
of the political signs and continued assistance. Friends and
relatives: thanks for your contributions, inspiration and support
which has been an outstanding resource for the campaign. Special
thanks to Classmates of 1970 for encouragement.
District Two Citizens: thanks for allowing the political signs to be
placed in your yards, your aid with the distribution of flyers and your
VOTE. Due to Covid-19, social distancing and church closings,
Candidate Mitchell apologizes for being unable to meet and greet
with some of the citizens of District Two. I offer recognition and an
appreciation to all the businesses in Montevallo.
Acknowledgement to Past Councilwoman Catherine Legg for her
endorsement!
Please contact me at lgmitche12@gmail.com or call 205-602-1029
.
An attitude of gratitude to ALL for your assistance with the
candidacy of Lelia Horton Mitchell for District Two Council Person.
Remember:
“You Make the Difference: Progress Begins with You!”
PAID FOR BY COMMITTEE AND FRIENDS TO ELECT LELIA HORTON MITCHELL, PO BOX 255, MONTEVALLO, AL 35115

NEW & USED TIRES

Thank You

Came up short in my bid for the State
House of Representatives #49. I want to
thank all the supporters and the voters for
helping me.
I have decided to support Russell Bedsole.
I feel that he will be a good choice for the
things that my supporters wanted.

205-200-0024 • 205-624-3453

Thank you,
Chuck Martin

4741 Hwy 119 • Montevallo, AL 35115
NEW HOURS:
Monday - Saturday 8am to 6pm
Closed on Sunday.

3 We Fix Flats 3 Plugs 3 Bead Sealer
3 Rotation 3 Valve Stems 3 Patch
3Change Over 3 Mounting & Balance
“The Voice for Business & Community”
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(l to r) Olivia Barone, Montevallo Sustainability Coordinator
and Blake Schmidt, ADEM
RECYCLING CENTER RECEIVES GRANT
The City of Montevallo received Alabama Department of
Environmental Management Recycling (ARF) Fund Grant
for Montevallo’s Recycling Center. The City of Montevallo
knows that recycling has an intrinsic value on its community,
but also understands that it is just as important to be smart
with finances as it is to do good for the environment. This
$38,313. grant will fund new equipment at the Recycling
Center and Recycling Center Education programs.

Monday - Friday 7 a.m.5 p.m.
Saturday 7 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Monday
- Friday
7 a.m.5SELECTION
p.m.
WE OFFER
A LARGE,
IN-STOCK
Saturday
a.m.
12 p.m.
AUTO & 7TRUCK
PARTS
OF AUTOMOTIVE
AND -TRUCK
PARTS,
POWER
TRANSMISSION
SUPPLIES,
POWER TRANSMISSION & MILL SUPPLIES
MILL
SUPPLIES
AND
MORE!
AUTO
& TRUCK
PARTS
We Offer
a Large, In-stock
Selection
of
POWER
TRANSMISSION
& MILL
SUPPLIES
Automotive
and
Truck
Parts,
A PURCHASE OF $50
Power
We Offer
a Transmission
Large, In-stockSupplies,
Selection of
Mill Supplies
and
More!
Automotive
and
Truck
Parts,
A PURCHASE
OF $100.
Power
Transmission
Supplies,
* ON NON SALE ITEMS; MUST PRESENT COUPON.
Mill VALID
Supplies
and More!
THRU 09/30/2020
FULL LINE
NAPA JOBBER
FULL LINE
3746 Hwy 25 NAPA
South JOBBER
• Montevallo, AL 35115
Office 205-665-1117 or 205-665-1244
205-665-1011
3746 Hwy 25Fax:
South
• Montevallo, AL 35115
Office 205-665-1117 or 205-665-1244
Fax: 205-665-1011

Use the code "CHATTER" for 10% off
any DIY kit online!

$10 OFF
$20 OFF
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205-369-2195
artstudiomontevallo.com
730 Middle Street | Montevallo
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In Memory of
Keith Aaron “Cowboy” McCoy
1963 - 2020

A view of Montevallo from a-top the new UM Center for the
Arts building .

BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB OF MONTEVALLO
IS LOOKING FOR DONATIONS

for our weekly auctions where members spend their
‘BeGREAT Bucks’ to buy all sorts of items. Members
earn the BG bucks by adhering to our covid safety
policies, participating with positive attitudes in
programs and showing respect to staff, fellow
members and themselves!
Call 205-665-4466 for more information.
Freda Shivers, Director

1981 Outstanding Secondary Fireman Award
1995 Bill Pendleton Fireman of the Year Award
2001 S.M. Mahan, Jr. Award
2019 35 Year Service award with Montevallo Fire & Rescue
Memorial donations may be made to the Montevallo Fire
Department Explorers Program. Please make checks
payable to “Montevallo Explorers” &
mail to 4560 Highway 119, Montevallo, AL 35115

$5 OFF
00

when you spend $25 or
more before taxes.
Expires 09/30/2020

$79.00

$5 Breakfast & Lunch Menu
REMEMBER C’S SMOOTHIES

Refreshing any day!

1241 Valley St
MONTEVALLO

205.476.8833
980 Main Street • Montevallo
lumadentistry.com 205-665-2031
“The Voice for Business & Community”

Nosotras
hablamos
español
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MONTEVALLO ROTARY CLUB THANKSGIVING
FOOD DRIVE
The Montevallo Rotary Club is sponsoring a Community
Food Drive to help feed families in need this Thanksgiving.
The Food Bags will include canned ham, green beans,
yams, corn and boxed mashed potatoes. The club is
accepting donations of these non perishable items, as well
as, monetary donations to purchase food. Food items can be
dropped off at Anderson Eye Care: 977
Main Street during regular business
hours Monday – Thursday and until noon
on Fridays. A donation of $25 will help
feed up to 5 families. Monetary donations
should be made payable to Montevallo
Rotary Club and can be mailed to: P.O.
Box 21 Montevallo, AL 35115, or dropped
off in care of Ken Jones at Regions Bank in Montevallo. For
more information on the Montevallo Rotary Club visit our
website at montevallorotaryclub.org. For Information on how
your group or business can be involved in the Thanksgiving
Food Drive, contact the Montevallo Chamber of Commerce
at 205-665-1519.

In Memory of
Ovid Merchant, Jr.
4/17/1940 - 8/5/2020

Thanksgiving Food Bags will be distributed on Saturday
November 21st.

Thanksgiving
Food Drive

Merchant’s/Montevallo Auto Parts
Hwy 25 / 1976

Clubhouse Hours: 7 am-6 pm • Closed on Tuesday

All you can play after 3 pm

$17

00

Susan Lehman
Melissa Lehman
Cheryl White
Brandelyn Nelson

205-542-4011
205-617-2602
205-503-2913
205-415-1219

Call or visit team-lehman.com for your real estate needs.
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MILITARY
MOMENT
Submitted by Traci Crenshaw, UM Office of
Veteran & Military Affairs

September is Suicide Prevention and Awareness Month,
and as such, we recognize the following observances:
● September 10: World Suicide Prevention Day
● September 6-12: National Suicide Prevention Week
Veterans die by suicide at a substantially higher rate than
the general population. That is truer in Alabama, with a
suicide rate for veterans that exceeds national figures. The
first thing to know, if you are a Veteran and considering
suicide, or are concerned that a loved one is considering
suicide, you’re urged to call: The Veterans Crisis Line at
1-800-273-8255, and Press 1. There are trained counselors
and resources immediately available.
With the state ranking second nationally in this terrible
category, the Alabama Legislature and the Alabama
Department of Veterans Affairs have authorized a new
study committee to examine the problem and make
recommendations on what Alabama can do to help. Dr.
John Campbell, Director of Mental Health at the Birmingham
VA, says, “The veteran population experiences about 20
percent higher suicide rates than the civilian population just
in general. And, the South and Alabama, in particular, have
a higher veteran rate than even the rest of the country.”
“Suicide is a significant public health issue. The entire
month of September carries a simple, potentially life-saving
message: suicide is preventable,” said Devereux’s Director
of Clinical and Professional Affairs, Megan Russell. It’s a
growing problem, and the numbers tell a shocking story.
Every 40 seconds, someone takes their own life according
to the World Health Organization (WHO). That’s about
800,000 people worldwide every year — although some
estimates put that number closer to 1 million. Suicide is the
leading cause of death for people ages 15 to 29, and for
every suicide that results in death, there are as many as 40
attempted suicides.

Here are a few warning signs of suicide:
● Increased alcohol and drug use
● Aggressive behavior
● Withdrawal from friends, family, and community
● Dramatic mood swings
● Impulsive or reckless behavior
Suicidal behaviors are a psychiatric emergency. They
include:
● Collecting and saving pills or buying a weapon
● Giving away possessions
● Tying up loose ends, like organizing personal papers
or paying off debts
● Saying goodbye to friends and family
Research has found that 46% of people who die by suicide
had a known mental health condition. Several other things
may put a person at risk of suicide, including:
● A family history of suicide
● Substance use. Drugs can create mental highs and lows
that worsen suicidal thoughts.
● Intoxication. More than 1 in 3 people who die from suicide
are under the influence of alcohol at the time of death.
● Access to firearms
● A serious or chronic medical illness
● Gender. Although more women than men attempt
suicide, men are nearly 4x more likely to die by suicide.
● A history of trauma or abuse
● Prolonged stress
● A recent tragedy or loss
Veteran or not, all of us need someone’s help at some point
in our lives. Please do not be afraid to reach out for help, for
yourself or for someone else, who is suffering. Worst case
scenario, you’re mistaken and they didn’t need your help.
Best case, you help save someone’s life, perhaps, even
your own.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
depression and other brain disorders are leading risk factors
of suicide, followed by alcohol and drug addiction.

• Spa Pedicure
• Manicure
• Tip Overlay
• Acrylic & Silk Nails

• Gel Nails
• Pink & White
• Nails Art
• Nail Design

736 Main Street • Montevallo, AL

(205) 665-9928

Open 6 Days: Mon.-Sat. 10am-7pm

“The Voice for Business & Community”
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MONTEVALLO
SUSTAINABILITY

TOWARD A MORE VIABLE ‘VALLO
Submitted by Olivia Barone, Sustainability Coordinator
Viable, by definition, means capable of working or living
successfully, especially under particular environmental
conditions. Sustainability, through the concept of survival, is
implied in the definition of viability. Sustainability encompasses
many areas of citizen life including but not limited to nature
preservation, resource and energy conservation, and
walkability and quality of life. To be a sustainable community,
Montevallo puts an emphasis on protecting this special place,
entrusted to us by past generations and nurtured by us for
future ones. Rural communities, like us, tend to have fewer
available resources for preventive services and access to
care and food than urban settings. High rates of poverty and
uninsured residents place rural communities at higher risk
for chronic diseases. Thus, community-based preventive
measures can help. I am pleased to announce that Montevallo
was awarded a national AARP Communities Challenge Grant.
In its 4th year, AARP is announcing the largest number
of Community Challenge grants to date, awarding more
than $2.4 million among 184 grantees across all 50 states,
Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
AARP believes that great communities take a long time.

to build and sustain. But also believes that “quick actions” can
be the spark for long-term progress. Our “quick action” project
will demonstrate changes and help build momentum to improve
livability for residents of all ages, backgrounds, and abilities
right here in Montevallo. This grant will be used to purchase and
install functional exercise equipment at Orr Park and George
Dailey Park. The exercise equipment is an opportunity to move
toward a more viable ‘vallo beyond our current pandemic. With
over 2800 applicants, Montevallo continues to be recognized
for its walkable community and sustainable initiatives.
Be sure to check out this month’s
crossword puzzle to test your knowledge
on reusing, reducing, and recycling!

Great to have the UM college
students back in Montevallo!!
Welcome Back,
Welcome Back,
Welcome Back
Remember,
#YouBelongAtMontevallo!

T
I
RE SERVIC
&
P
O
H
S
E
E
GP
NEW & USED

*Tires *Balance *Mounting * Patching
*Brakes *Oil Changes
* Suspension Work
Open Mon.-Sat. from 8 am - 6 pm

Se Habla Español

4510 Hwy 25 • Montevallo, AL 35115
PH: 205-626-8043
PH: 205-249-5486
8425 HWY 31 • CALERA, AL 35040
PH: 205-209-9049
PH: 205-249-5486

Best Prices in Town
on NEW TIRES!
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LITTLE FREE PANTRY IS WELL USED
“Take what you need, leave what you can.”
That simple thought stands behind the Little
Free Pantry at the corner of Oak and Plowman
(in front of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church and
across from Montevallo High School). If you or
your family are hungry, help yourself. If you have
spare food, think about sharing. The Little Free
Pantry, which looks like a miniature church, is
always open.
Little Free Pantries have sprung up across the
country as part of a grassroots movement that
seeks to address hunger and food insecurity.
The LFP movement describes itself as neighbors
helping neighbors, offering a community solution
to an immediate and local need.
Supplies are always welcome. Leave nonperishable food items (canned goods, dried
milk, cereal, crackers, boxed pasta, and so on).
Hungry? Just help yourself.
The Little Free Pantry is sponsored by St.
Andrew’s Episcopal Church and supported by
the people of Montevallo.
.

I am extremely grateful for the help and support of so many throughout
District 49 during my campaign for the Alabama House of Representatives!
I would like to congratulate Mimi Penhale and Russell
Bedsole and wish them well as they continue to campaign
for the September 1st run-off election. I know they are
both strong conservatives who want the best for the
people of Alabama.
This race has been an amazing journey for me and my
family. We met so many wonderful people and attended
some terrific community events throughout Bibb, Chilton
and Shelby Counties. I am looking forward to continuing
my career as an educator, and working with students and
colleagues to make our way through this unpredictable
2020-2021 school year.
As always, I will continue to champion the causes of better
public education, stronger community infrastructure and a
cleaner environment. Thank you again for your support!
Sincerely,
Donna Dorough Strong and Family
“The Voice for Business & Community”
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CITY OF MONTEVALLO NEWS

Mayor’s Message...

Blood, sweat, tears, smiles
and lots of laughs!
Recently I had the “pleasure” of hiking
down the shoulder of Highway 25 in the
heat of the day with our city engineer
Hollie C. Cost, Mayor
and an ALDOT team to evaluate the
feasibility of the sidewalk project we are proposing for state
funding. For full disclosure, I have a strange affinity toward
heat and a huge aversion to cold. Nevertheless, due to the
facemask, my reflective vest and the 95-degree heat being
intensely magnified by the coal black asphalt, it was quite
possibly the hottest I have ever been in my life. I literally
almost passed out on my bike ride home. In hindsight,
biking may not have been the best commuting choice that
day. One might ask why I am using this as my opening for
one of my last Chamber Chatter articles. It is simple really,
I want citizens and our future administration to know and
understand that leading a city entails much more than
occupying a seat behind a dais and holding a gavel.
During the last 8 years while holding down a full time job
as a university professor and raising a family, I’ve scrubbed
toilets, attended elegant dinners, scaled walls, blazed trails,
picked up dog droppings, navigated through a pandemic,
secured hundreds of thousands of dollars of funding for
the city, fielded social media backlash, moved furniture,
negotiated real estate sales, secured significant donations
for the city, traveled to Japan, forged long lasting friendships,
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supported youth as they blossomed into leaders in their own
right and had very little time to sleep. Serving as the mayor
of this city is not for the faint of heart or the thin-skinned.
Nevertheless, I have absolutely no regrets and have loved
(almost) every minute of it.
Due to our combined efforts, the next mayor and council
are inheriting a magnificent foundation on which to execute
their collective vision. We are literally leaving them with a
road map in the newly adopted 2020 Comprehensive Plan.
Our foundation includes substantial capital projects, most of
which are complete, many of which were or will be funded
through grants and partnerships between the City, the
University of Montevallo and Shelby County. It thrills me to
share our 2012-2020 Capital Projects list at this time.
It is my hope that those who review this will agree that
we are a vibrant city that is no longer “full of potential”.
We have proven ourselves worthy of the accolades that
are now being bestowed upon us and we are absolutely
full of even more promise! It is my hope and prayer that
the next administration embraces the foundation we have
established and builds upon it. Serving as the mayor of this
city that I love has been a tremendous honor. I’m looking
forward to passing the torch and going out with a bang
November 2nd. But, until then, you are stuck with me!
Mayor’s Message
continued on
next page.
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2012-2020 City of Montevallo Capital Improvement Projects
Project
Status
Project
Status
Paving Phases I-III
C
Sidewalk repair - Phase I
C
SCP-Frank Arnold Bridge
C
HWY 25 garden
C
SCP-Mahler Bridge
C
SCP trails
C
SCP trails
C
Promenade
C
SCP pavilion
C
Orr Park Bridge
C
City Hall Demo
C
American Village - Liberty Hall Support
C
King St ADA
C
Orr Park Baseball electrical upgrade
C
Owl's Cove Park
C
Crosswalk on Hwy 10
C
Bicentennial Park
C
Victory Purchase
C
Magnolia Lane improvement
C
Golf Course equip. and upgrades
C
UMOM purchase / renovation
C
Fire Truck purchase
C
Recycling Center
C
Street sign replacement
C
City Hall /Police Dept.
C
Mahler House Restoration
U
10th Anniversary
Streetscape
C
Wayfinding
U
10th Anniversary
Downtown Public WiFi
C
Paving - phase IV
A
Middle Street
C
Hwy 25 Crosswalk
A
Middle School Neighborhood-CDBG
C
Victory Renovation
P
Tavern purchase and renovation
C
Dailey Park ADA
P
Track and Field
C
Storm Shelter
P
Softball Stadium
C
Hotel
P
Stephens Park Improvements
C
HWY 25 sidewalks
June 1 - Aug
171 - PAug 17
June
Orr Park Creekbank Restoration
C
sidewalk - replacement
P
3-6pm P 3-6pm
Mondays
Fire Dept upgrades
C
sidewalk - new Mondays
installation

C- complete

U- Underway

A-approved

P-proposed/planned
660 Main St 660 Main St
behind Montevallo
First
behind
Montevallo First
Baptist ChurchBaptist Church

Thank
you

(AFTER USE, PLEASE PUT IT BACK IN ITS PROPER PLACE)
(AFTER USE, PLEASE PUT IT BACK IN ITS PROPER PLACE)

10th Anniversary

...to all the market vendors,
attendees, volunteers, community
organizations, and sponsors for
making the 2020 Montevallo
Farmers’ Market 10th Anniversary
season such a huge success !!

June 1 - Aug 17
Mondays 3-6pm
660 Main St
behind Montevallo First
Baptist Church
(AFTER USE, PLEASE PUT IT BACK IN ITS PROPER PLACE)
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by Steve Forrester and Olivia Barone

Boarding
Available!

$5.00 Off

FULL SPA
PACKAGE

Puzzle
solution for
August....

Good thru 9/30/2

0

40 Years Experience
Tails are waggin &
Pets are braggin about us!

Kristy

630 VALLEY STREET Kamiron

205-337-0066

Montevallo, AL

205-617-3300
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DROP OFF AND
PICK UP ONLY

$5.00 OFF*
Now located at 808 Main Street
745 MIDDLE ST.
Montevallo, AL in the Happy Variety Store”!

MONTEVALLO, AL
Phone (205) 665-3729
Phone
(205) 665-4433

HOURS: 9 AM-5 PM Monday-Saturday
Modified
Hours for June: 8 a.m.-Noon
Email:
bestcleanersllc18@gmail.com
Email:
*When
you bestcleanersllc18@gmail.com
spend a minimum of $10 using the code
expires
*WhenBestCleaners2020.
you spend a minimum ofOffer
$10 using
the code9/30/2020
BestCleaners2020
Offer expires 6/30/2020

“The Voice for Business & Community”
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TIPS FOR BUYING YOUR FIRST HOME- PART 2
Submitted by Susan Lehman, Team Lehman, 205-542-4011F

Get a Preapproval Letter
You can get prequalified, which simply gives you an
estimate of how much a lender may be willing to lend based
on your income and debts. But as you get closer to buying
a home, it’s smart to get a preapproval, where the lender
thoroughly examines your finances and confirms in writing
how much it’s willing to lend you and at what terms. Having
a preapproval letter in hand makes you look much more
serious to a seller and can give you an upper hand over
buyers who haven’t taken this step. Look for properties that
cost a little less than the amount you were approved for.
While you can technically afford that amount, it’s the ceiling
— and it doesn’t account for a broken washer or dryer
or any other expenses that arise during homeownership,
especially right after you buy. Rather than maxing out that
amount, set a lower purchase budget to leave yourself
wiggle room for unexpected costs.
Research the Neighborhood
Finding the right neighborhood is important. Since all of
these factors impact your quality of life and resale value,
research them all. Check out the schools and the local safety
and crime statistics. It’s also good to know the locations
of the nearest hospital, pharmacy, grocery store and other
amenities. You might want drive through the neighborhood
on different days and at different times to check traffic and
neighborhood activity.
Make the Most of an Open House
If there is an open house, use this as another opportunity to

scope out the neighborhood and your potential neighbors.
During the open house, pay close attention to the home’s
overall condition and look for any smells, stains or items
in disrepair. Ask questions about the home, such as when
it was built, when items were last replaced and how old
important systems like the air conditioning and the heating
are. If several other potential buyers are viewing the home
at the same time as you, don’t hesitate to schedule a second
or third visit to get a closer look and ask more questions.
The Final Decision
When you are looking at the finalists, don’t caught up on
superficial details. Little details like paint color, fixtures and
carpets are easy to change once the home is yours. Also be
sure to consider your future needs and wants and whether
this home will suit them. Will this home still be right as your
family grows, for example?
Remember, no house is perfect in every way, so think
carefully about what you’re willing to compromise on
and what you’re not. Separate deal-breakers from minor
annoyances that can be changed over time.
Make a Strong Offer
When you find the house for you, consider how much under
or over the asking price you’re willing to pay. It is risky to
under-bid if there are multiple offers, but you don’t want to
overspend. Stick to your predetermined budget to avoid
getting stuck with a mortgage payment you can’t afford.
(Continued on next page)

ATV & LAWNMOWER TIRES
FOR SALE!
We offer privacy, a meal of comfort food,
with three hours visitation to families
bereaved by the loss of a military hero.

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

205-665-2877

3940 HIGHWAY 25 • MONTEVALLO, AL • 205-665-2877
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Helen
205-903-4223

Pat
205-663-4488

Benefit to Charity

“The Voice for Business & Community”

(Continued from previous page)
Negotiate
There’s a lot to negotiate in the home buying process. If you
play your hand right, you could realize some major savings.
Consider whether there are any major repairs you can ask the
seller to cover or credit you for at closing. Ask if the seller is
willing to pay for any of the closing costs, as well.
Buy Homeowners Insurance
Before you close on your new house, your lender will require
you to buy homeowners insurance. Shop around and compare
rates to find the best price. Look closely at what’s covered in
the policies; going with a less expensive policy usually means
fewer protections and more out-of-pocket expenses if you file
a claim. Be aware that your insurer can drop your property if it
thinks the home’s condition isn’t up to snuff, so you may have to
be prepared to find a new policy quickly if it sends someone out
to look at the property and isn’t happy with what it finds. Also,
flood damage isn’t covered by homeowner’s insurance, so if
your new home is in a flood-prone area, you may want to buy
separate flood insurance.
Know the Limits of a Home Inspection
Once your offer is accepted, you’ll pay for a home inspection
to examine the property’s condition inside and out. But not all
inspections test for things like radon, mold or pests, so be sure
you know what’s included. Make sure the inspector can access
every part of the home, such as the roof and any crawl spaces.
Attend the inspection if you can and pay close attention. Don’t
be afraid to ask your inspector to take a look — or a closer look
— at something and ask questions. No inspector will answer
the question, “Should I buy this house?”, so you’ll have to make
this decision after reviewing the reports and seeing what the
seller is willing to fix.

HUDDLE HOUSE

“The Voice for Business & Community”
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MONTEVALLO CHAMBER SCHOLARSHIP
Each year the Montevallo Chamber of Commerce
hosts a Golf Tournament to benefit the Mary Lou Williams
Memorial Scholarship. Mary Lou served her Alma Mater,
the University of Montevallo, as Director of Development
and Alumni Relations from 1985 until her retirement in 2008.
She further served the community as Executive Director
of the Chamber from 2008 to 2013. This scholarship was
established in her memory for the Community and University
she loved dearly. If you have been accepted as freshman
to the University of Montevallo and would like to make
application for the Montevallo Chamber $500 Scholarship
go to - https://montevallocc.com/wp/?page_id=1517

Senator Cam Ward joined the Montevallo Marching
Troubadours at band practice on August 10 to present a
check to the Band Auxiliary for new flag poles.

MONTEVALLO
BAKERY & PASTRY

Located:
609 Main Street
Montevallo, AL
205-476-8650
Les recordamos que en su panaderia, estamos
abiertos los 7 días de la semana de 7 am a 9 pm.
Visitanos y encontrarás una amplia variedad en panes
artesanales, repostería, piñatas, pasteles y postres.
We remind you that in your bakery, we are open
7 days of the week from 7 AM TO 9 PM.
Visit us and you will find a wide variety of handmade
breads, pastry, piñatas, cakes and desserts.
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OPEN 24 HOURS

September Special
LARGE PIZZA
with UNLIMITED TOPPINGS
With a 2-Liter COKE Product

$

9

99

Offer good thru 9/30/2020
MUST PRESENT COUPON

Call ahead and we’ll have it ready when you are!

205-665-4099

3910 HWY 25 | MONTEVALLO, AL 35115

“The Voice for Business & Community”

Over 7000 SQ. FT. OF QUALITY MERCHANDISE

Southern
Vintage Market

D.R., L.R., B.R., Den, Office & Patio Furniture
Many Doors, Windows, Columns,
Architectural and Primitive pieces.
Vintage sinks, clawfoot tub, many, many unique pieces.
ALL PRICED TO SELL !

Come Visit
Our Unique
Store!

Owners: Mary and Walter Lee
Open Wed.–Sat. • 10 am-5 pm

Support Alabama local businesses by securing a “Shop
Local Support Small Business” tag Today ! Go to the link to
learn more. http://ow.ly/IywS50AYBM1

205-903-0369

8111 Highway 119 • Alabaster, AL 35007

TO-GO ORDERS!
Expires 9/30/2020

“The Voice for Business & Community”
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2020 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
MONTEVALLO HIGH
Aug. 28..... at Shelby County

EVALLO B
T
N
O
P
M

Sept. 4*..........................ACA
Sept 11..........BIBB COUNTY
Sept. 18**. WILCOX CENTRAL
Oct. 2.......... at West Blocton
Oct. 16........................ at Holt

PACKAGE STORE

New Lower Prices!
4570 HWY 25 • MONTEVALLO, AL

Oct. 23.....DALLAS COUNTY
Oct. 30.......... MAPLESVILLE
* Senior Night
** Homecoming

GAMETIME AT 7 PM

Breakfast ~ Lunch
Indian Food Mexican Food

NOW !
OPEN

4074 Highway 25 - Montevallo, AL 35115
Joe Mangina, Owner

o. 205.337.0725 c. 205.966.2229

10% discount
for ALL VETERANS
& FIRST RESPONDERS

* PICK-UP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE *
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• Buy • Sell • Trade • Pawn

• Firearms • Jewelry
• Gold • Guitars
Credit Cards Accepted - 90 Day Layaway

610 Valley Street, Montevallo, AL 35115

205-476-8577

Thank you to everyone for all
the support and encouraging
words during this year’s election!
EVENTS STARTING
AT 9 PM - ISH

TUESDAY

TRIVIA
WEDNESDAY

BINGO

Food Now
ALL NIGHT!
CHECK OUT OUR

NEW PATIO

6-9 PM MONDAY-SATURDAY

721 MIDDLE ST., MONTEVALLO, AL
TEL: (205) 626-8108
@ THEDIVEBAR721
HOURS: MONDAY-SATURDAY 4:00PM-2:00AM

“The Voice for Business & Community”

Drink Specials
Every Night!

+19 TO ENTER
+21 TO DRINK
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*

Thanks to the City
of Montevallo Public
Works Department
for the installation of
Shelby Emergency
Assistance directional
signage.

COMMUNITY MEETING CALENDAR
* DUE TO COVID-19, MOST MEETINGS / EVENTS
LISTED BELOW ARE EITHER BEING CONDUCTED
VIRTUALLY OR POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE. PLEASE CONTACT INDIVIDUAL
ORGANIZATIONS FOR ANY UPDATES.
Thank you & Be Safe

EVERY 2ND & 4TH MONDAY
City Council Meeting, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 5:30 p.m.
Work Session
EVERY 1ST & 3RD MONDAY (Sept.-April)
Montevallo Civitan Club, 5:30 p.m., University Baptist Church, 160 Shoshone Dr.

RELAX on your vacation
while Grandma cares for
your fur baby!
• Boarding • Grooming
6489 Hwy 10 • Montevallo
brendaep77@gmail.com

205-760-9434

BRENDA
EPPERSON

Experienced Groomer

Est.
1993

DEDICATED TO YOUR PET’S COMFORT AND CARE!

FOR SALE
Apartment or townhomes
lots available
Hotel site downtown.
Commercial city block.
Manufactured home lots.
Hwy 155 • 1 acre - $39,900
Office/Professional building
downtown.

NATHAN STAMPS
205-665-0095
TEAM MASSEY PROPERTIES
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EVERY 2ND MONDAY
MDCD Montevallo Development Cooperative District
1 p.m., Meets at Parnell Library
EVERY 1ST TUESDAY
Historical Commission, 6:30 p.m., Conference
Room at Parnell Library.
EVERY TUESDAY
Ladies Bible Study - Community Wide
10:00-11:00 am, Montevallo First Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall
EVERY TUESDAY 7-8:30 pm, Montevallo Community Chorale meets
at Choir Room of Davis Hall on UM Campus.
EVERY TUESDAY
Montevallo Community Chorale, 7 pm, Meets in the
Choir Room of Davis Hall.
EVERY WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY
Aldrich Coal Mine Museum and Farrington Hall is
OPEN from 10 a.m. until 4 pm
EVERY THURSDAY
Rotary Meeting, noon, Parnell Library Meeting Room,
277 Park Drive
EVERY THURSDAY
Open Table (free lunches)For UM Students 11am to
1pm, Forbes House / 820 Vine St.
EVERY 2ND WEDNESDAY
Montevallo Water & Sewer Board Meeting, 9:00
a.m.
EVERY 3RD SATURDAY MORNING
Clothes Giveaway, St. Andrews Episcopal Parish Hall
925 Plowman Street, Montevallo

“The Voice for Business & Community”

Spotted at the Market 2020...

See you
next year!
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MONTEVALLO ARTS COUNCIL REVEALS
NEW NAME, COLLABORATIVE PLANS
Written by Emily Sparacino
The Montevallo Arts Council is marking its 15th anniversary with
a name change and expansion of its collaborations with the city,
county, University of Montevallo and arts community.
Now called the Montevallo Arts Collaborative, the organization is
working to develop new programs that enrich the community and
empower local artists.
“To collaborate means to work or act together for a common
purpose or benefit, and that is exactly what we do,” a press
release read. “We work collaboratively with the city of Montevallo,
Shelby County, the University of Montevallo and other arts
organizations ‘to enrich the quality of life, promote economic
vitality and advance arts education in the greater Montevallo
community,’ as our bylaws define our purpose.”
The Montevallo Arts Collaborative looks forward to the return of
Arts Fest in spring 2021 and the Tinglewood Festival in fall 2021,
as well as new art exhibitions in the City Hall Gallery and the
Parnell Memorial Library Gallery.
“2020 has been an incredibly challenging year,” the release read.
“Those of us in the arts community have seen the cancellation
of arts and crafts festivals, gallery exhibits and community arts
enrichment programs. Businesses in our communities have
struggled to ‘keep their doors open and the lights on.’ Friends
have endured furloughs, layoffs and even job losses.
“These times have not only challenged us, but brought out the
best in us. We have seen neighbors helping neighbors, citizens

supporting local businesses, and an outpouring of love and
support for front-line and healthcare workers. We are going to
get through this, together.”
The members of the Montevallo Arts Collaborative are taking
a more active role with the Shelby County Arts Council and will
serve as members of its advisory board.
“We will continue to collaborate with the University of
Montevallo College of Fine Arts, and look forward to the
opening of their new Center for the Arts and the return of
the FORTE Festival in 2021,” the release read. “The city of
Montevallo has been an especially supportive partner of the
arts in Montevallo.”
In the city’s new comprehensive plan “Making Montevallo,”
adopted July 16, is outlined a project to establish an “arts and
entertainment district” in the downtown area.
The Montevallo Arts Collaborative will take an active role in
helping bring this project to fruition.
The project’s purpose is to sustain and promote arts and
cultural uses in the downtown Montevallo area.
It will integrate existing restaurants and shops with
entertainment venues, art galleries, art studios and the like
to generate increased interest in downtown Montevallo and
attract art festivals and cultural events, as well as increasing
tourism.
For more information, email Contact@montevalloarts.com or
MontevalloArts@gmail.com, or visit Montevalloarts.com

.
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Now Taking
FALL &
WINTER
CLOTHING...

PROUD TO BE VOTED
SHELBY COUNTY’S
BEST
CONSIGNMENT
STORE... AGAIN!.

CONSIGNED DESIGN
72 Fulton Springs Road, Suite A • Alabaster, AL 35007

205.664.7540

Find us on FB & Instagram!

STORE HOURS: 10:30-6 TUES.-FRI. • 10:30-5 SAT.

I would like to express my heartfelt thank you to those who supported me in my mayoral
campaign. To my staff and many volunteers who came forward to assist with my campaign, I say
a big THANK YOU! I could not have made it through these last months without your input and
hard work. Many of you spent your afternoons and weekends contributing to the campaign and
no words can really express how much it has meant to me.
I also want to thank those who contributed monetarily to my campaign. WOW! I never dreamed
that citizens from our community would not only lend their support to my campaign but that they
would reach deep and provide the funds needed to purchase signs, advertising and everything
else that a campaign needs. You made this part easy and I am humbled by your support.
To those who requested campaign signs in your yard, you rock!
I never would have imagined that I would have to purchase 255
signs to meet demand. It definitely gave me a sense of pride to
paint the town Reflex Blue and white.
I always say that Montevallo is the hidden gem of Shelby
County. Our uniqueness, diversity and the love we have for
our neighbors is what sets us apart. No matter our differences,
we always come together and love each other after our
disagreements are over…just like family. We are “Small but
Mighty”.
Rusty Nix
PD. FOR BY RUSSELL NIX CAMPAIGN, 686 SALEM RD., MONTEVALLO, AL 35115
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Small business.
Big impact.
We’re not just invested in your financial matters,
we’re fully invested in you and your business. That’s
why Trustmark tailors every plan around your goals
by offering a broad mix of products and services–
everything from small business loans and cash
management services to payroll planning and more.
Learn how we can help you leave your mark
at trustmark.com today.

MEMBER FDIC

Paid for by Committee to Elect Russell Bedsole, 417 Sterling Park Circle, Alabaster, AL 35007
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Thank You Thank You Thank You
Partners in District 2

Paintings by Sonia Summers

For engaging with me during the 2020
City of Montevallo election process

SUZANNE & PHIL HURST

bluephroggallery.com • bluephroggallery@att.net

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Team McCray, 77 Western Drive, Montevallo, AL 35115
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Phone: 205-665-3766
955 Main Street • Montevallo, AL35115
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