“The Voice for Business & Community”
CHAMBER COMMENT
by Steve Gilbert, Director

“Make a difference by leaving people,
places, and things better than you found
them.” Unknown
Our journey began 7 years ago,
November 1, 2013. It was a new start
for me after over 30 years in the cable
television advertising world. It was time for a change, a
new challenge. I made a commitment to the Chamber
of Commerce to grow the organization’s membership, to
improve its financial position, and create a full time job to
handle the needs of our members. I am not going to list
the accomplishments of my time here at the Chamber. I
will let the work of the whole speak for itself. There were
many people involved. The Board of Directors provided
guidance and groundwork for our objectives and goals.
My assistant Adele Nelson, filled in the gaps, planned our
events, and kept up with the details. Mike Galloway handled
sales of Chamber Chatter advertising and sponsorships
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of Chamber events. That teamwork was the key along
with our partnerships with the City of Montevallo, the
Montevallo Development Cooperative District, the Industrial
Development Board, the Shelby County Chamber, and
Montevallo Main Street. They all played an important role
in moving our community and its businesses forward.
A dear friend often says to me, “I don’t have a crystal
ball. I don’t know the outcome.” I have thought about
that a lot lately, as I prepare to embark on another career
job challenge. I really wish I had that crystal ball to look
ahead and see the future. It just isn’t possible. To ensure
success, all we can do is prepare, plan, and make good
decisions along the way. I will miss the challenge of sharing
my thoughts with you here each month. I hope along the
way they made you smile, laugh, remember times from your
past, or made you think about the future.
As I look back over my shoulder leaving my position with
the Chamber, I see where we were. I see where the journey
has taken us and smile knowing things are a little better
than I found them.

Ribbon Cutting
Sat. Nov. 7 10am 746 Main St.

R I B B O N
C U T T I N G

B&M Market Ribbon Cutting, 1259 Valley St., Suite 400
Mon Nov. 2
10am
707 Main St.

(L-R) Alisha, Brenda, Jenny, Haley, Gloria, Michelle, Joan,
Julia, Kelly, Matti, Amanda

WELCOME NEW CHAMBER MEMBERS CM Wireless, 746 Main Street

P.O. Box 270 • 75 College Drive • Montevallo, AL 35115 • montevallochamber@gmail.com • www.montevallocc.com • 205-665-1519

SPONSORED BY LUCKY’S FOODLAND

NOVEMBER

Sunday, November 1
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS / Fall Back
Monday, November 2
SAVE MY CELL RIBBON CUTTING
10:00am / 707 Main St.

Tuesday, November 3
IMPACT MONTEVALLO COALITION VIRTUAL MEETING,
9:00am. Email impactmontevallo@gmail.com for link.
Tuesday, November 3
ELECTION DAY
Saturday, November 7
CM WIRELESS RIBBON CUTTING
10:00am / 746 Main St.
Wednesday, November 11
VETERANS DAY
SHELBY COUNTY SCHOOL / school & offices closed
VETERANS DAY SERVICE
American Village / 10am - 4pm
All buildings except Chapel & Shrine will be closed.
www.veteransregisterofhonor.com
Saturday, November 14
MONTEVALLO DRUG 100th BIRTHDAY
Open House / 10am -2pm / 3990 Hwy 25
Wednesday November 18
(POSTPONED) MONTEVALLO CHAMBER MONTHLY
LUNCHEON
Saturday, November 21
FREE THANKSGIVING MEALS for families in need
1pm / 171 Jeter Cir (MES Parking Lot) /
Sponsored by Montevallo Rotary Club
Monday, November 23 - Friday, November 27
SHELBY COUNTY SCHOOL THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
Thursday, November 26
THANKSGIVING DAY
Saturday November 28
SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
“Shop Montevallo” For info & details visit- Montevallo Main St.
Facebook Page

To view Montevallo Story Read episode 3 https://www.facebook.com/
montevallochamberofcommerce/videos/685520392091620
PLATINUM LEVEL
CITY OF MONTEVALLO
MONTEVALLO INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD
GOLD LEVEL
MONTEVALLO FAMILY DENTISTRY
TRUSTMARK BANK
UNIVERSITY OF MONTEVALLO
SILVER LEVEL
ALFA - SHAWN PAYNE / MONTEVALLO
ARGOS CEMENT, LLC
DIXIE DECORATIONS
HUDDLE HOUSE / MONTEVALLO
REGIONS BANK
ROCKCO FUNERAL HOME
VINZANT HOME
For additional information about how to become a
Chamber Business Partner contact
Chamber Director Steve Gilbert (205) 665-1519

HIGHWAY 25 | MONTEVALLO, AL 35115 | 205-665-5124
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540 Shelby Street
Montevallo, AL 35115
Like Us On Facebook

have a GPS and can stand the traffic. I usually limit myself to a
twenty mile search, unless an unpicked estate with a barn full of
treasures appears, or a specific old town (such as Wetumpka)
offers enough pre-1900 artifacts to make the trip worthwhile.

by Marshel Roy Cunningham
Email: GoneToAlabama@aol.com

Montevallo has had many estate sales in the last twenty years,
some of them quite fantastic, but it would not be appropriate
to name any of them or make comments so soon. I want to
turn my attention to the many estate sales that have occurred
outside of our city and the excitement one feels as the line to
enter the home forms about an hour before the door opens,
and the anticipation mounts as one wonders what might be
inside someone else’s home waiting to be discovered.

In my life I have attended dozens of estate sales, as many of
you have. Some estates really do have spectacular things.
Other sales reveal the unusual interests of the people who
lived there, and often I discover once-admired collections now
priced at a fraction of what they originally cost. Estate sales can
be an exciting experience, and a profitable one.

Yet, I can’t stop the feeling of irritation or frustration that distracts
me, because, once inside, I find so many useless things filling
the house in closets and drawers, just plain clutter that should
have been discarded or given away years ago. I really shouldn’t
let that bother me. After all, it was not my house; it was not my
life; and therefore, it is not any of my business.

I remember the Kroell estate sale. I was too young to buy
anything then, but I recall as a child how the adults were
astonished by the heavy Victorian furniture in the house. Many
people in town only wanted a look inside, because stories
circulated that one room actually had leather wallpaper that
required oiling to keep it from cracking. My aunt bought some
books with the sisters’ names inside the front cover. Did you
know someone photographed the entire interior of the house
before it was destroyed? Many reading this have much greater
knowledge than I do about the Kroells.

But it seems that each time, as I enter the kitchen, there are
the cabinets full of too many glasses; there are the stacks of
mismatched dishes; and, there are the pots and pans, more
than anyone could possibly have needed. I always find twenty
or more empty butter tubs filling the bottom of the stove, and
wads of plastic bags saved from the grocery store. Sometimes
the twist ties from bread loaves fill a kitchen drawer. One man
saved the clear wrap from his daily Wall Street Journal.

www.historicmontevallo.org

THE WALKER AND THE WHEELCHAIR

I also remember Dr. and Mrs. Napier’s estate sale. I was young
then but the story was the Napiers had intended for a sale to
be held at their house so that friends could come in and buy a
memento if they wanted one.
I attended Kate Cook’s sale on Selma street, and found a lot
of things that had belonged to her beloved uncle, a physician.
On the 1940 Federal Census of Montevallo, she is listed as
a 51 year old niece living in the home of Dr. Charles T. Acker.
Dr. Mahan writes in his book that he was at that sale, and
purchased Dr. Acker’s copy of Grey’s Anatomy.
My grandfather’s cousins Miss Mary and Miss Ella Peters’
estate sale was in the 1970’s, and much of their furniture had
been inherited from the estate of their grandfather, Dr. John
Baker Wilson, whose uncle Jesse Wilson is the father of our
town. I remember seeing their aunt Augusta Allen Wilson’s
coin silver tea spoons, still in the green felt holder, with her
initials engraved on them. Her brother married one of the Perry
daughters, and her husband Henry Wilson was a law partner
at one time of Rufus Cobb (later Governor of Alabama), but
I guess her most tragic inclusion in local lore was the use of
her front yard on Main Street as the site of Montevallo’s 1889
lynching.
Miss Mary and Miss Ella’s mother died in 1891. She knew she
was dying and promptly burned all of her worldly possessions,
except for her father’s 1864 leather trunk made in New Orleans.
She told her family that her things were only hers, and no
one else was going to own them after her death. Miss Ella
continued the tradition in part when, much to my horror, she
burned her photograph album filled with hundreds of Kodak
pictures of Montevallo and the College taken before 1920. I
inherited the trunk.
Most of my estate sale experiences today are no longer in the
town. Montevallo’s true pre-Great Depression estates have
just about played out. EstateSales.Net allows one to branch
out to the entire county, or state, or country. Birmingham and
all of Jefferson County offer a plethora of such sales, if you
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In hall closets, I discover dozens of towels in various faded
colors, dozens of sheets, and dozens of pillow cases. I walk in
their bedrooms and there are the clothes with the store tags on
them, and the top shelves stacked with Christmas or birthday
presents never used, still in the box, put away for some future
day that never came. Often an entire room is filled with tables
(set up by the estate sale people) crammed with Christmas
decorations that lost their luster a long time ago.
After I work my way through the kitchen, the den, the living
room, and the bedrooms, I usually end with a quick walk
through the basement or the garage. Those are the places that
I save for last, because, without fail, four out of five times, I
already know what I will find. There they sit as expected: the
walker and the wheelchair.
My mixed feelings of excitement and irritation then turn to what
I guess is some form of compassion for someone I did not
know. I now see their last Medicare benefit, the final stage of
a real life before they left their house, either for assisted living,
a nursing home, or a funeral home.
I don’t buy the glasses; I don’t buy the 1980’s collectibles, and
I don’t buy the towels, the sheets, or the pillow cases. But, as I
sense myself growing older, I wonder when the time will come
when strangers will wander through my own house, and will
find the walker and the wheelchair.
My sister is having a new home built, and, while packing, she
did what most people should do. She kept only six towels, two
sets of sheets for each bed, and one set of dishes. The others
were donated or discarded. I am doing the same thing now. I
won’t allow clutter to embarrass me in the end.
I will always go to estate sales, because I love the rush
I experience when entering someone else’s house and
purchasing anything I want to take home with me. But, there is
an emotional as well as a monetary price to pay. I have bought
some beautiful things, but the hunt always ends with the walker
and the wheelchair, and that’s when the excitement of the day
fades, and the reality of the situation reveals itself, and the utter
sadness of it all can’t be ignored.
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HOLIDAY WINDOW DECORATING
CONTEST 2020
Montevallo Main Street will host two Window Decorating
Contests this upcoming holiday season! Business owners
are invited to decorate their own windows, and student
groups (elementary through college) are invited to
decorate empty storefronts. Windows will be judged at 4
pm on December 2nd, and winners will be announced on
December 3rd. Cash prizes will be awarded to the top 3
winners in each category. For more information, call 205597-9322 or email mainstreet@cityofmontevallo.com.

Kristi Hall,
Manager

Montevallo Realty

Sales and Rentals Since 1993

624 Main Street • Montevallo, AL 35115
205-665-4689 & 205-516-8664
www.montevallorealty.com
Letta Hallman, Broker
Shelley McCollum, Sales
205-914-9290

12 $essions a month for $150

($70 savings)

Hurry in! Offer ends 11/30/2020

NOW TAKING MEMBERSHIPS
Undrae 205-566-6264 or
Mary 205-215-1352
603 Main Street • Montevallo, AL 35115 • drefitstudio@yahoo.com

205-665-7218
MONTEVALLO AUTO REPAIR
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE
TOWING • REPAIR
747 MAIN STREET

LAW OFFICES OF

Christopher R. Smitherman, LLC
Licensed to practice in Alabama and Mississippi

4050 HIGHWAY 25 • MONTEVALLO
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725 West Street • Montevallo, Alabama 35115
Email: crsmithermanllc@bellsouth.net
Phone: (205) 665-4357 • Fax: (205) 665-4061
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MONTEVALLO’S ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS PARADE
Montevallo’s Annual Christmas
Parade will be held Thursday,
December 3rd in downtown
Montevallo.
Join the Fun and register by
going to montevallocc.com.
Special Events info, Christmas Parade registration or pick
up application packet at City Hall. For more information
contact Montevallo Chamber montevallochamber@gmail.
com or 205-665-1519. Deadline to register - Mon. Nov 23rd.

Use the code “CHATTER” for 10% off
any DIY kit online!

205-665-2877

3940 HIGHWAY 25 • MONTEVALLO, AL • 205-665-2877
“The Voice for Business & Community”
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100th BIRTHDAY
OPEN HOUSE
In Memory of

HAZEL ROCHESTER

1931 - 2020
Hazel, along with her late husband, Harvey Rochester,
owned Rochester’s Department Store
in downtown Montevallo for over 45 years.

Saturday November 14th
10am to 2pm
Join us for a fun day of
Holiday shopping, raffles,
giveaways, and fun at
Montevallo Drug!
Bring your camera, because
Santa will be here!!

1976

MONTEVALLO
Monday - Friday 7 a.m.5 p.m.
Saturday 7 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Monday
- Friday
7 a.m.5SELECTION
p.m.
WE OFFER
A LARGE,
IN-STOCK
Saturday
a.m.
12 p.m.
AUTO & 7TRUCK
PARTS
OF AUTOMOTIVE
AND -TRUCK
PARTS,
POWER
TRANSMISSION
SUPPLIES,
POWER TRANSMISSION & MILL SUPPLIES
MILL
SUPPLIES
AND
MORE!
AUTO
& TRUCK
PARTS
We Offer
a Large, In-stock
Selection
of
POWER
TRANSMISSION
& MILL
SUPPLIES
Automotive and Truck Parts,
A PURCHASE OF $100.
Power
We Offer
a Transmission
Large, In-stockSupplies,
Selection of
Mill Supplies
and
More!
Automotive
and
Truck
Parts,
A PURCHASE
OF $200.
Power
Transmission
Supplies,
* ON NON SALE ITEMS; MUST PRESENT COUPON.
THRU 11/30/2020
Mill VALID
Supplies
and More!
FULL LINE
NAPA JOBBER
FULL LINE
3746 Hwy 25 NAPA
South JOBBER
• Montevallo, AL 35115
Office 205-665-1117 or 205-665-1244
205-665-1011
3746 Hwy 25Fax:
South
• Montevallo, AL 35115
Office 205-665-1117 or 205-665-1244
Fax: 205-665-1011

$20 OFF
$40 OFF
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OPEN 24 HOURS

November Special
LARGE PIZZA
with UNLIMITED TOPPINGS
With a 2-Liter COKE Product

10

$

99

Offer good thru 11/30/2020
MUST PRESENT COUPON

Call ahead and we’ll have it ready when you are!

205-665-4099

3910 HWY 25 | MONTEVALLO, AL 35115
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ValloCycle
THE MONTEVALLO BIKE SHARE
ALABAMA BIKE RIDING LAWS

ValloCycle

THE MONTEVALLO BIKE SHARE

Alabama was ranked the 45th most bicycle friendly state
by The League of American Bicyclists in its 2019 survey.
Areas being considered in this ranking include: infrastructure
& funding, education & encouragement, legislation &
enforcement, policies & programs, and evaluation & planning.
Alabama’s best ranking was in evaluation & planning for
cycling projects, and our lowest ranking was in legislation
and enforcement. We need to improve our laws to improve
this score, but until then, motorists and cyclists need to have
a better understanding of Alabama’s existing bike laws. Here
are the laws we receive the most frequent questions about:
Bicycle = Vehicle (Ala. Code §§32-1-1.1(81); 32-5A-260): A
person riding a bicycle has all the rights and duties of the
driver of a vehicle. This includes the same penalties for
driving while intoxicated or under the influence of controlled
substances (Ala. Code §§32-5A-191; 22-27-90). As a cyclist,
it’s important to follow the rules of the road, both for safety
and to leave motorists with a positive impression of cyclists!
Helmet Law For Minors (Ala. Code §§32-5A-283; 32-5A285): Whether you are the operator or passenger, a helmet is
required for anyone under the age of 16 while riding in public.
Thus, those over the age of 16 can make their own decision
as to whether they want to wear a helmet.

Lights & Reflectors (Ala. Code §§32-5A-265): While riding at
night, a WHITE front-facing light visible for at least 500 feet
and a RED rear-facing reflector visible between 100-600 feet
when illuminated by a vehicle headlights are both required. A
rear light is not required, but will further improve your safety.
Where to ride (Ala. Code §§32-5A-263): Wherever there is a
usable path for bicycles adjacent to the roadway (such as a
bike lane), a cyclist should use that path. When riding on the
road, bicyclists should ride as far to the right as “practicable”
– this means that while you should normally stay within 2 feet
of the right side of the lane, if there are obstructions or issues
with road quality, you can move further into the lane. Also,
while some folks feel safer on the sidewalk, cycling on the
sidewalk is prohibited under Alabama law (Ala. Code §§325A-52).
3-Feet Passing Law (Ala. Code §§32-5A-82) Alabama has a
3-foot law! Motorists shall give cyclists at least 3 feet of space
while passing them given that they are no more than 2 feet
from the shoulder of the road. The passing vehicle should
give you more than half the lane in space to comply with this
law, and ideally they will give you the whole lane as they pass.
While at times being on the roads seems scary for cyclists,
following the rules and keeping alert around motorists will
help you stay safe and minimize motorist-cyclist conflict!
ValloCycle is Alabama’s oldest citywide bike share. For more
information visit vallocycle.org, contact vallocycle@gmail.
com, or find us on Facebook.

Order Holiday Cakes Now!

DE-STRESS YOUR FAMILY GATHERINGS, LET US HELP...

$79.00

$500 OFF

ON 8” ROUND
AND LARGER

Order deadline: November 14 • Pick Up date: November 21.
We will be closed Mon., Nov. 23 and we open Nov. 30

$5 Breakfast & Lunch Menu
1241 Valley St
MONTEVALLO

205.476.8833
980 Main Street • Montevallo
lumadentistry.com 205-665-2031
“The Voice for Business & Community”

Nosotras
hablamos
español
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PLANT A TREE!
As fall approaches, a lot of people are looking for ways to
prep their yards for both winter and the coming spring. One
great way to do this is to plant trees on your property that will
bloom and grow for years to come. If you aren’t sure whether
the time is right to plant trees, or don’t know which trees you
should plant, don’t worry; a wide variety of trees do well when
planted this time of year. If you make sure that you plant them
properly to give them a good start, most trees will be fine.
Why Plant in the Fall?
Not only will most trees do well when planted in the fall, but in
many cases the fall may be a better time for planting than other
times of the year. The weather tends to be milder during the
fall, with less likelihood of drought or extreme highs that could
damage your trees while they are still establishing their roots.
Though cold weather will eventually set in, you’ll usually have
enough time for roots to become well established before you
have to worry about freezing temperatures or other problems
from the cold. Add in a dormant period over the winter and
you’ll have trees that are already established and ready to
grow once spring arrives.
Which Trees to Plant
While there are some trees that might not handle a fall
transplant, a lot of trees actually do very well when planted in
the fall. More important than matching the trees to the time of
year is making sure that you’re planting trees that grow well
in your part of the country. Match trees to your planting zone,
taking into consideration the cold-hardiness of the trees if
you tend to see freezes in October or November. Check local
nurseries or agricultural agents if you need help finding the
right trees for your area.
Proper Planting Technique
When it comes time to plant, first stop to find out the specific
needs of the tree you’re planting. In most cases you’ll have
to dig a hole at least as deep as the tree’s root ball, but you
may have to dig out three to five times its width to ensure
that there’s enough loose soil around the tree for the roots
to spread. Put the root ball in the center of the hole you
dug, filling it in and tamping it gently, and then water it. If the
ground settles during watering, leaving a divot around the

tree, add more soil. You’ll also want to mulch over the area
to help hold in moisture and keep the soil warm, but try not
to crowd the mulch too close to the tree’s trunk. From there
you’ll just need to water a few times per week depending on
the tree’s specific watering needs.
Timing Your Fall Planting
Even though the fall is a good time to plant a lot of trees, you
still need to make sure that you time your planting right, or
you might end up with problems when winter moves in. Try
to schedule your planting earlier in the fall rather than later;
wait for summer’s heat to break, but choose a time that’s
at least a few months before you start getting deep freezes.
The air temperature should be cool but not cold, and soil
temperatures should still be above 50 degrees Fahrenheit
even if things are getting cool outside.
Prepping for Winter
Once your tree seems to be establishing roots and settling
in to its new location, start thinking about how you’ll keep
it protected that first winter. Most years will see the tree
dropping its own roots and having grass or other ground
coverings around as well. For the first year, though, the
mulch you put down will be its main line of defense. Before
the mercury drops too much, add some extra mulch above
the roots to account for settling and to provide protection
for the tree. You might also consider covering the tree with
sheets or other coverings during early frosts to give it more
time to get established during its first few months.
Best of luck and let us know if we can help you or anyone
you know.
Happy Planting! Susan Lehman

Susan Lehman
Melissa Lehman
Cheryl White
Brandelyn Nelson

205-542-4011
205-617-2602
205-503-2913
205-415-1219

Call or visit team-lehman.com for your real estate needs.
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M
4633 Highway 25 • Montevallo, AL 35115
phone 205-665-3247 • fax 205-665-3591

PACKAGE STORE

New Lower Prices!
4570 HWY 25 • MONTEVALLO, AL

Breakfast ~ Lunch
Indian Food Mexican Food

NOW !
OPEN

4074 Highway 25 - Montevallo, AL 35115
Joe Mangina, Owner

o. 205.337.0725 c. 205.966.2229

10% discount
for ALL VETERANS
& FIRST RESPONDERS

* PICK-UP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE *
“The Voice for Business & Community”
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MONTEVALLO Contributed by Olivia Barone
SUSTAINABILITY City of Montevallo,
Sustainability Coordinator

An Attitude of Gratitude for the Earth!
We are officially approaching the holiday season! Here are
some simple tips to cut down on waste and your carbon
footprint for Thanksgiving:
1. Make a list before food shopping – it cuts down on waste!
2. Use up all the leftovers
a. Bring your own containers if you are a party guest.
b. Getting sick of turkey and stuffing? Try a new creative
recipe like breakfast hash with your leftover stuffing.
3. Use the good dishes and cloth napkins. Disposable
dishes and plastic utensils create a ton of waste. If reusable
won’t work, choose recyclable plates, cups, napkins and
utensils (look for items made with plastic #1 or #2)
4. Shop for organic local produce and even local alcohol!
Check out Ozan Winery in Calera for some local wine
options!
Getting your Christmas list ready for Black Friday and Cyber
Monday shopping?
Try to remember to always shop local first! Check out Blue
Phrog Gallery for unique Christmas shopping needs.
Though it is always better to shop local, Amazon is just too
convenient sometimes. Here are some tips on how to have
a more sustainable shopping experience on Amazon.com:

T
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- Select no rush shipping
• If you can wait for the no rush shipping, you receive an
Amazon Credit!
- When given the option, make sure you group your items
into as few packages as possible.
- Shop “Frustration-Free Packaging”
• Certified Frustration-Free Packaging is designed to be
shipped to customers in its own packaging without the
need for additional Amazon packaging. If the product
indicates “item arrives in packaging that shows what’s
inside” – you have frustration-free packaging!
- Reuse and recycle the packaging you do get
• Save them for your own Christmas gifts that need
shipping
• Recycle them here at the Recycling Center (at 1120
Overland Rd)
- Buy used
• Shop Amazon Warehouse for millions of deals on used
and open-boxed items.
• Shop Amazon Renewed for “like new” computers and
other refurbished electronics
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NEW & USED

*Tires *Balance *Mounting * Patching
*Brakes *Oil Changes
* Suspension Work
Open Mon.-Sat. from 8 am - 6 pm

Se Habla Español

4510 Hwy 25 • Montevallo, AL 35115
PH: 205-626-8043
PH: 205-249-5486
8425 HWY 31 • CALERA, AL 35040
PH: 205-209-9049
PH: 205-249-5486

Best Prices in Town
on NEW TIRES!
“The Voice for Business & Community”

• The University of Montevallo’s newly opened Center for
the Arts has been selected as one of the most important
construction projects in the Birmingham metropolitan area.
The Birmingham Business Journal honored the Center for the
Arts on its 2020 Building Birmingham list, which recognizes
projects based on their impact, degree of difficulty and unique
offerings.
Montevallo Elementary School:
• November 11th – Veterans’ Day – No School
• Thanksgiving Break – November 23rd-27th – No School
Montevallo Middle School:
• Nov 11th- Veteran’s Day
• Nov 12th - Beta Club Induction Program
• Nov 23rd- Nov 27th - Thanksgiving Break
Montevallo High School:
• Nov 9th-Nov 13th - College Application Campaign week
• Nov 10th: Veteran’s Day Program (virtual)
• Nov 13th: ASVAB (optional for 10th-12th grade students)
• Nov 16th-Nov 20th: Keeping it Real (virtual)- “Bite of Reality”
...Students in the Ready to Work program will learn about
financial literacy and budgeting
• Nov 23rd- Nov 27th: Thanksgiving Break
University of Montevallo:
• The University of Montevallo has been named one of the
most picturesque college campuses in the South by Southern
Living magazine. The publication recently released its 2020
list of the South’s Most Beautiful Colleges, which honored
institutions in several states “where both the academics and
aesthetics are impressive.”

“The Voice for Business & Community”

• For the 12th consecutive year, the University of Montevallo
continues to be the top-ranked public regional university in
Alabama, and has earned multiple other accolades in U.S.
News and World Report’s recently released 2021 Best
Colleges rankings. The publication released the rankings on
Sept. 14, and UM earned praise for its high value to students
and for being one of the top regional public universities in the
South. UM’s rankings improved in all categories compared
to 2020.
• The University of Montevallo’s Department of Theatre
has received accreditation from the National Association
of Schools of Theatre (NAST), meaning every visual
and performing arts department at the University is now
nationally accredited. Montevallo joins only about 190 other
schools across the nation in holding the prestigious NAST
accreditation. NAST voted to admit UM as an associate
member in August following a comprehensive and rigorous
review of the University’s Department of Theatre.

Happy Thanksgiving!
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CITY OF MONTEVALLO NEWS

Mayor’s Message...

November: Thanks dudes!
It is entirely appropriate that my exit
call takes place in November, the
month to express gratitude for all our
many blessings. In that respect, I am Hollie C. Cost, Mayor
truly, deeply grateful for the opportunity I’ve had to serve
the community that I love. During these last 8 years, we
accomplished far beyond what I ever expected to accomplish
during two terms as mayor. All of these things were possible
not because there is anything special about me as a leader,
but because of the amazing team that we had working in
unison, supporting each other and lifting each other up.
We were not afraid to take risks. We said yes to ideas that
seemed unimaginable in some contexts and unpopular in
others, especially for a small town in the geographic center
of Alabama.
Though there are many who deserve accolades for the
progress we have made, there is one person who was
literally the mastermind in putting together all the right pieces,
in all the right places, for all the right reasons - Mr. Herman
Lehman. I had the pleasure of participating in his hiring
process when I was on the council 13 ½ years ago. He came
strongly recommended and earned that praise swiftly by
securing regular audits, soundly managing our city finances,
helping us to secure and accrue a number of valuable assets
and creating solid relationships among employees across
the city and partners throughout the country. As many of
you know, Herman resigned from his position very recently. I
know I stand with so many others across the community as I
wish him the very best in his future endeavors and extend the
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highest level of appreciation to him for all that he contributed
to Montevallo. He is truly a hometown hero.
I must also thank my “partners in crime” who served with me as
council members during my terms as mayor. Dee Woodham,
who served as mayor pro-tem my first term continues to serve
as chair of MDCD and Shoal Creek Park foundation. She
stepped up during my first month in office when I was dealing
with breast cancer. I could not have made it without her as
a friend, extended family member and dedicated colleague.
Willie Goldsmith, our longest standing council member and
former mayor pro tem has always been a firm advocate for
his district. Based on his unwavering commitment to the city,
the council chamber is now named in his honor. Don Hughes
did not complete his term but brought much passion to his
position. Jason Peterson, who filled Don’s position and was
later elected into office, has a quiet presence but has offered
a wealth of knowledge based on his areas of expertise and
civic dedication. I always appreciated the perspective and
history that Rusty Nix brought to the council and appreciate
his willingness to serve in a new position as mayor. Sharon
Gilbert has deep roots in the city and was the consummate
professional in her position. Ms. Tiffany Bunt is the champion
of Highway 25 and has been a terrific educational liaison. Matt
Walker was unable to complete his term due to relocating but
brought a unique perspective to the council as a “hometown
boy” with deep ties to the University and American Village as
well as someone who embraced progress. The last council
member who joined our team, Arthur Herbert, demonstrated
a firm commitment to honoring his position and rightfully
questioning each and every decision considered by the
council. We shared something very unique during these
last two terms. I would venture to guess there are not many
councils across the state who worked together so cohesively,
respectfully and peacefully. Thank you all.
At this juncture, it is literally time to hand over the keys to
(continuedon page 17
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SHELBY EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE
Project Christmas 2020
It’s that wonderful time of the year when we all have a
chance to make the holidays special for a child. This is an
opportunity to bring JOY to a family in need by providing
Christmas toys and clothing for their children.
Get Involved!
Get your family, church, or organization involved and
sponsor a child.
Each child gets three wishes and three needs. The list is
given to the sponsor to purchase the gifts.
No time to shop?
Monetary donations and Gift Cards (Walmart, Target, Old
Navy) are accepted for SEA to purchase the gifts.
Share with your friends.
For every person you tell, another child will be helped. For
more information contact Cindy Pope, Project Christmas
Coordinator at 205-665-1942.

FEED THE HUNGRY
Free Thanksgiving dinner give away on Saturday,
Nov. 21st at 171 Jeter Circle (Montevallo Elementary
School Parking Lot) beginning at 1 pm until supplies
are exhausted. Boxes of ready to eat canned meat and
vegetables. Sponsored by the Montevallo Rotary Club.
To volunteer to help, or for questions, call:
Coordinator Steve Gilbert, Montevallo Chamber
of Commerce, 205-665-1519.

BAKERY & PASTRY

Give a piece of Montevallo
for Christmas.
TIM TINGLE CREATIONS
available at Blue Phrog Gallery.

Located:
609 Main Street
Montevallo, AL
205-476-8650
Les recordamos que en su panaderia, estamos
abiertos los 7 días de la semana de 7 am a 9 pm.
Visitanos y encontrarás una amplia variedad en panes
artesanales, repostería, piñatas, pasteles y postres.
We remind you that in your bakery, we are open
7 days of the week from 7 AM TO 9 PM.
Visit us and you will find a wide variety of handmade
breads, pastry, piñatas, cakes and desserts.
“The Voice for Business & Community”

SUZANNE & PHIL HURST

bluephroggallery.com • bluephroggallery@att.net

Phone: 205-665-3766
955 Main Street • Montevallo, AL35115
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CENTRALA GARDEN CLUB
Gardening is all about growth and that is what is happening for
Centrala Garden Club members. Using technology to keep in
touch, monthly meetings are taking place using Zoom.
Members have continued their work to improve their
gardening skills and learn about the Montevallo community.
The speaker for October was Savannah Kitchens, Director,
Parnell Memorial Library. She spoke on the topic of how the
library is providing services during the pandemic. In addition,
she told members about plans for a future seed library.
Members of the club were encouraged to save seeds.
Centrala Garden Club, which was established in 1963, has
at its heart the desire to better the Montevallo community.
Considered a service club, members are called on to be
involved with raising money so that future projects for the
community can be funded. This past year hygiene products,
games and funds were given to Montevallo area schools.
*****
Members of Centrala meet on the first Tuesday of each
month from September through May, excluding December.
Programs are varied and are centered around gardening and
environmental topics as well as fun improvement projects. .
Although membership in the club is limited, there are currently
several memberships available. If you are interested in
becoming involved in the betterment and support of your
community and would like to be a part of Centrala Garden
Club, please email your interest to CentralaGardenClub@
gmail.com. You may also contact our President Jan McKinnon
at 205-665-1079. Application forms are available at Parnell
Memorial Library.

NEW & USED TIRES

Ladies
CLOTHINGGIVE-AWAY
Friday & Saturday
Nov. 6 th & 7 th

205-200-0024 • 205-624-3453

10 am-2 pm

4741 Hwy 119 • Montevallo, AL 35115
NEW HOURS:
Monday - Saturday 8am to 6pm
Closed on Sunday.

3 We Fix Flats 3 Plugs 3 Bead Sealer
3 Rotation 3 Valve Stems 3 Patch
3Change Over 3 Mounting & Balance
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Helen
205-903-4223

Pat
205-663-4488

Benefit to Charity
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(coninued from page 12
the next administration. I have every confidence that each
of those elected also have a huge heart for Montevallo. The
recently adopted comprehensive plan is the perfect blueprint
to continue moving Montevallo toward a prosperous future. I
wish Mayor-elect Rusty Nix all the best as he becomes the
second mayor to serve in the new city hall. I deeply appreciate
Kenny Dukes, David King, Leila Mitchell, Sonya Swords and
Martha Eisenberg for their willingness to serve. They each
have unique sets of talents and skills that will be incredibly
valuable as we move forward. I encourage the community to
come together to support them, remain engaged and keep
sharing the love! Serving as your mayor has (mostly) been a
freaking blast! Peace out.

Call us today for our new patient Fall Special!!!
Cleaning, checkup, oral cancer
screening and all x-rays
for only $170. (A $300 value)

HUDDLE HOUSE

is hiring!
Join our team!

We’re hiring for positions of
COOKS AND SERVERS.
TAKING APPLICATIONS AT HUDDLE HOUSE
4653 Highway 25 • Montevallo, AL • 205-288-1089

$300 HIRING BONUS!
“The Voice for Business & Community”
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RELAX while on holiday...
let Grandma care for
your fur baby!
• Boarding • Grooming
6489 Hwy 10 • Montevallo
brendaep77@gmail.com

205-760-9434

Est.
1993

BRENDA
EPPERSON

Experienced Groomer

DEDICATED TO YOUR PET’S COMFORT AND CARE!

TO-GO ORDERS!
Expires 11/30/2020

“The Voice for Business & Community”
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LITTLE FREE PANTRY IS WELL USED
“Take what you need, leave what you can.” That simple
thought stands behind the Little Free Pantry at the corner
of Oak and Plowman (in front of St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church and across from Montevallo High School). If you or
your family are hungry, help yourself. If you have spare food,
think about sharing. The Little Free Pantry, which looks like a
miniature church, is always open.
Little Free Pantries have sprung up across the country as
part of a grassroots movement that seeks to address hunger
and food insecurity. The LFP movement describes itself as
neighbors helping neighbors, offering a community solution
to an immediate and local need.
Supplies are always welcome. Leave non-perishable food
items (canned goods, dried milk, cereal, crackers, boxed
pasta, and so on). Hungry? Just help yourself.
The Little Free Pantry is sponsored by St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church and supported by the people of Montevallo.
.

• Spa Pedicure
• Manicure
• Tip Overlay
• Acrylic & Silk Nails

• Gel Nails
• Pink & White
• Nails Art
• Nail Design

736 Main Street • Montevallo, AL

(205) 665-9928

Open 6 Days: Mon.-Sat. 10am-7pm

Over 7000 SQ. FT. OF QUALITY MERCHANDISE

Southern
Vintage Market

• Buy • Sell • Trade • Pawn

D.R., L.R., B.R., Den, Office & Patio Furniture
Many Doors, Windows, Columns,
Architectural and Primitive pieces.
Vintage sinks, clawfoot tub, many, many unique pieces.
ALL PRICED TO SELL !

Come Visit
Our Unique
Store!

Owners: Mary and Walter Lee
Open Wed.–Sat. • 10 am-5 pm

205-903-0369

8111 Highway 119 • Alabaster, AL 35007
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• Firearms • Jewelry
• Gold • Guitars

Credit Cards Accepted - 90 Day Layaway
610 Valley Street, Montevallo, AL 35115

205-476-8577
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MILITARY
MOMENT
Submitted by Traci Crenshaw, UM Office of
Veteran & Military Affairs

This month, on November 11th, we celebrate Veterans’
Day and Marine Corps birthday. I imagine, it’s kind of like
having your birthday on the same day as Christmas, you are
probably going to feel short changed in some kind of way.
First, happy 244th birthday to the United States Marine
Corps. Marines.com says “What sets Marines apart from any
other fighting force on the globe isn’t just how they’re trained,
the equipment they use or their tactics. It’s something much
more primal—it’s the fighting spirit that lives within every
Marine and drives them to accept nothing less than victory in
all situations. That determination to win, eagerness to fight,
and high standard of excellence are all traits strengthened in
the Corps.” These men and women are easily recognizable
to those paying attention. I have had the honor and privilege
of working with Howlin’ Mad Smith Marine Corps League,
Detachment #592 at the University of Montevallo. Semper
Fi, to you all.

while serving were hard to shake off and changed who you
were, some for the better, some not so much. We risked our
lives, so others can have the freedoms they enjoy. It’s more
than just an earned day off, if you wore the uniform.
On November 10th, please find a way to honor a person that
risked so much for all of us. Thank a Veteran, remember
someone who served, or sit down with a Veteran and talk
with them. Really listen to their stories, that is OUR history.
Every other day of the year, when you see an American
Flag flying high, remember the many men and women
who sacrificed for that freedom. Nothing great in life comes
without tremendous cost. To all of my brothers and sisters in
uniform, I thank you for all you have done and what you will
continue to do for the millions of people who will never have
the privilege of knowing your name.

Next, what can be said of Veteran’s Day 2020? Unfortunately,
there will not be the usual parades to acknowledge Veterans
enormous sacrifices, risks taken and contributions to our
nation. All gave some, some gave all. Most of us joined for
our own reasons and from our varied experiences in uniform,
we took from it what we needed. I would venture to say
whether you served 4 years or 20 years, the lessons learned
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MONTEVALLO POLICE DEPARTMENT
2020 OFFICER OF THE YEAR
*

COMMUNITY MEETING CALENDAR
* DUE TO COVID-19, MOST MEETINGS / EVENTS
LISTED BELOW ARE EITHER BEING CONDUCTED
VIRTUALLY OR POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE. PLEASE CONTACT INDIVIDUAL
ORGANIZATIONS FOR ANY UPDATES.
Thank you & Be Safe

EVERY 2ND & 4TH MONDAY
City Council Meeting, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 5:30 p.m.
Work Session
EVERY 1ST & 3RD MONDAY (Sept.-April)
Montevallo Civitan Club, 5:30 p.m., University Baptist Church, 160 Shoshone Dr.
EVERY 2ND MONDAY
MDCD Montevallo Development Cooperative District
1 p.m., Meets at Parnell Library
Investigator Dustin Gray, Montevallo PD’s 2020 Officer of
the Year with Chief Jeremy Littleton

Count Your Blessings!

EVERY 1ST TUESDAY
Historical Commission, 6:30 p.m., Conference
Room at Parnell Library.
EVERY TUESDAY
Ladies Bible Study - Community Wide
10:00-11:00 am, Montevallo First Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall
EVERY TUESDAY 7-8:30 pm, Montevallo Community Chorale meets
at Choir Room of Davis Hall on UM Campus.
EVERY TUESDAY
Montevallo Community Chorale, 7 pm, Meets in the
Choir Room of Davis Hall.
EVERY WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY
Aldrich Coal Mine Museum and Farrington Hall is
OPEN from 10 a.m. until 4 pm
EVERY THURSDAY
Rotary Meeting, noon, Parnell Library Meeting Room,
277 Park Drive
EVERY THURSDAY
Open Table (free lunches)For UM Students 11am to
1pm, Forbes House / 820 Vine St.
EVERY 2ND WEDNESDAY
Montevallo Water & Sewer Board Meeting, 9:00
a.m.
EVERY 3RD SATURDAY MORNING
Clothes Giveaway, St. Andrews Episcopal Parish Hall
925 Plowman Street, Montevallo
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CANTERBURY HOUSE APARTMENTS
Canterbury House Apartments will open Spring Semester
at 50% capacity to allow for social distancing. Canterbury
House is located at 935 Plowman Street, one block off
campus. Two private rooms are available, each with a
private bath. Reserved off-street parking and full access to
a common area with full kitchen, laundry room, and living
room with cable TV. Must be willing to share common areas
with other residents. Cost: $500 per month, internet access
and all utilities included. Canterbury House is affiliated with
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, and preference will be given
to students who are members of Episcopal congregations
of the Diocese of Alabama, but such membership is NOT
a requirement. All applicants will be considered. For
information and applications, contact Dr. Sally Smith at
(205) 960-9219 or at nanook665@aol.com.
DECORATIONS AND ACCESSORIES
FOR ALL TYPE OF EVENTS
Birthday Parties, Weddings, Baptism,
Anniversaries, First Communion, etc.
FOOD SERVICE
You can count on us for all kinds of
food services and we have servers.
DECORATIONS
For venues, churches, balloons, flowers and many types of table clothes.
CANDY BAR
Snacks, fruit, candy, etc.
Everything personalized of your favorite theme!!

!!
EVERYTHING YOU NEED IN ONE PLACE FOR ALL TYPE OF EVENTS

CYNTHIA SANDOVAL

(205) 476-1529

CREACIONES CHIKILLAS

OTHER SERVICES

Invitations, pinatas, limousine rentals, video
and photography, chairs and tables, big tent,
clowns and DJ.

WE CAN WORK WITH YOUR BUDGET
AND WE HAVE PAYMENT PLANS

DROP OFF AND
PICK UP ONLY

$5.00 OFF*
Now located at 808 Main Street
745 MIDDLE ST.
Montevallo, AL in the Happy Variety Store”!

MONTEVALLO, AL
Phone (205) 665-3729
Phone
(205) 665-4433

HOURS: 9 AM-5 PM Monday-Saturday
Modified
Hours for June: 8 a.m.-Noon
Email:
bestcleanersllc18@gmail.com
Email:
*When
you bestcleanersllc18@gmail.com
spend a minimum of $10 using the code
BestCleaners2020.
expires
10/30/2020
*When you spend a minimum ofOffer
$10 using
the code
BestCleaners2020
Offer expires 6/30/2020
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Small business.
Big impact.
We’re not just invested in your financial matters,
we’re fully invested in you and your business. That’s
why Trustmark tailors every plan around your goals
by offering a broad mix of products and services–
everything from small business loans and cash
management services to payroll planning and more.
Learn how we can help you leave your mark
at trustmark.com today.

MEMBER FDIC
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